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SPIRITUAL BAZAAR IN BIRMINGHAM. 


SPIRITUALISTIC PROPAGANDA. 
HE SOCIETY OF SPIRITUALISTS, 


operating at the Athenwum, Temple-street, Birmingham, 
purposes holding a small Bazaar. or Sale of Useful and Fancy 
Articles, at the Atheneum. on Monday. January 24th, to open 
at Three o'clock p.m., and to conelude with a Concert and 
Miscellaneous Entertainment, eoumencing at Eight p.m. This 
Entertainment will be of a superior character, two or three 
professional singers having kindly promised their services. 

The proceeds of the Bazaar and Entertainyient are intonded 
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Any contributions of money or goods for the Bazaar will be 
thankfully received hy either of the fullowing Indios; —Mrs, 
Groom, 166, St. Vincent-street; Mrs. Foley, 288, Icknield- 
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Conference and Experienco Mucting. whon Messrs. Judd, 
‘Turner, and others will give passagos from their experience, 
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The Second Volume of The Identity of Primitive 
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on the 15th of every month, at Turin, Tip. Baglione, via 
Bogino, No. 23. 
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lished on the Ist and 15th of overy monih, at 36. Rue 
de la Caitédralo, Liège, Belgium. Price 2d., or 5 francs yearly. 


EVUE SPIRITE, Journal d'études psycho- 

logiqros, foncé par Allan Kardec, appears on the Ist 

of overy month. Price, } franc. Published by the Société 

Anonyme, 7, Rue de Lills, Paris. Post ỌMce orders payable 
to M. Leymarie. 


HE SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST, of Boston, 

U.S., will, early in January, commence the publication 

of a translation of the woiks of H. Coimelius Agrippa, and it 

is devoting considorable space to Occult Philosophy. Subs- 

criptions, 13s, per annum, including postage, from America. 

Money orders to be male payable to J. Selwood, 38, Great 
Russell-street, Bloomsbury, W.C. 


HE BANNER OF LIGHT: The oldest 


journal devoted to the Spiriwal Philosophy in the 
world! Issued weekly, at No. 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, 
Mass. Colby and Rich, publishers and proprietors. Isaac B. 
Rich, business manager; Luther Culby, editor: aided by a 
large corps of able writers. The Sanver s a first-class, eight- 
paged family paper, containing forty columms of iuteresting 
and instructive reading, embracieg œ literary department, 
reports of spiritval lectures, original essays—upon spiritual, 
philosophical and scisntific subjects; edi.orial department; 
spirit-msssage departmeut; contributions by the most talented 
writers in the world, &c, &c. Terms of subscription, in 
advance, 15s, per annum; Sprritua/ist Newspaper Branch 
Office, 38, Great Russcll-street, London, W.C. 


Published on the first of each month, Price Sixpence. 


HE SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE, EDITED BY 
GEORGE SEXTON, LL D. etc. This Magazine is the 
oldest of the periodicals devoted to the cause of Spiritualism, 
having now heen in existence for upwards of filteen years. 
It has from the first takeu a very high stand in the literature 
of the movement, having been euntributed tu by men of the 
greatest literary ability, and contained only such articles as 
were likoly to have a permanent interest. 
London: Smart and Allen, Loudon-house-yard, Paternoster- 
row, 


BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
SPIRITUALISTS, 
38, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, W.C. 


AGENDA FOR JANUARY. 


Monday, 8rd.—Offlecs and Library Committee, at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, 6th —Dalston Society's Soirée Dansante at 
Cavendish Rooms, Mortimer-street. The 
soiree of the B N. A. S., usually beld on the 
first Wednesday in the month, is therefore 
postponed tiil the second Weducsday. 
I0th.-—Lecture and tiscussion CommiitceatGp.m, 
Tuesday, llth.— Prize Essay Commitice at 5.20, 
na i Finance Committee at 6 p.m. 
+ a Cuuncil Meeting at 6.39 p.m, 
Weduesday, 12th.—Sorrgu at 6.30 p.m. Music, Conversation 
and Refreshments. Open to Members and 
Friouds; admission Is, 


Monday, 


Friday, ldth— Seance for Enquirers at 7.20 pm. Mr. O. 
E. Williams, Medium. 
Monday, 17th.—Sotree Committee at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, 18th.—Seance Committee at 6 p.m. 
" w Provincial Societios Committee at 7 p.m. 
Monday, Qth—Discussion Meeting at 8 p.m. Free to 


Members and Subscribers, 


Members of Commitiecsare requested to attend the meetings 
mcutioned in the above list, without further notice. Tney 
wil! be further advised of any Special Meetings which it may 
he necessary to convene during the month. 


BRIXTON PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
6, Loughborough Road North. 
Tuesday, 4th.—Council Meeting at 8 pu 
Wednesday, 12th —Discussion Meeting at 8 pm. 


LIVERPOOL PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 
Iith—Annual Soiree at the Assembly Rooms, 
Islington, Chairat8o’clock, Admission ly, 
Every Sunday.—Public Meetings at the Islington Assembly 
Rooms, at 3 and 7 p.m. Trance Mediuma 
from all parts of England, 


COMMITTEES OF THE BRITISH NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS. 


Offices and Library Committee: 
Mr. THOS. EVERITT, Chairman. 
Mrs, Everitt, Mrs. Kislingbury, Mr, ©. Dawson Rogers, Mr, 
E. T! Bennett, Mr. J. Freeman, 


Soiree Committee: 
MR, E. Dawson HoGrERS, Chairman, 
Mrs. Everitt, Mrs, Maltby, Mrs. Kislingbury, Mrs, Desmond 
Fi'z-Gerald, Miss I. Withall, Mr, Thos, Everitt, Mr. J. 
Freeman. 


Provincial Sceieties Committees, 
Mr. H. WITUALL, Chairman, 
Mr. E. Dawson Rogers, Mr. Algernon Joy, Mr. E. T, Bennett, 
Mr. R. Pearce, Mr, J. J. Morse, 


Lecture and Discussion Committee : 
Me. GEO. KING, Chairman, 
Mr. Martin R. Smith, Mr. Desmond Fiiz-Gerald, Mr. I. T, 
Humphreys, Mr, E. P. Ashton, 


Seance Committee: id 
Mn, E. DAWSON ROGERS, Chairman, 

Mr. Martin R. Smith, Mr. T. Everitt, Mr, Desmond Fitz- 
Gerald, Mr. S, Chinnery, Mr. Keningale Cook. 
Finance Committee: 

Mr, MORELL ‘THEOBALD, Chairman, 

Mr. Martin R. Smith, Mr. Alex. Calder, Mr, Geo. King. 


Friday, 


BRITISH 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS. 
WINTER MEETINGS. 


A continuation of these meetings will be held atthe Rooms 
of the Association for reading aud discussing papers on 
Spiritualism and kindred topics. They will recommence on 
Monday, January 24th at 7.30 o'clock, and will be held fort- 
nightly until the end of April. Friends having papera to 
communicate are requested to send them atan early date to 
the Secretary, at 33, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, WC, 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF SPIRITOALISTS 
WILL HOLD 
THEIR NEXT CONVERSAZIONE 


On Wednesday, Jan. 12th, 1876, at their Rooms, 38, Great 
Ltussell-street, Bloomsbury, W.C. 


Entrance in Woburn-street. 


These meetings have been organised at the request, and for 
tho benefit of Spiritualists who desire opportunitics of meeting 
friends and members, and of discussing matters of interest 
connected with the Spiritualistic movement. 

Music and other entertainments will be provided at each 
meeting. 

The loan of spirit-drawings, writings, and other ohjecis of 
interest is requested for exhibition. 

Hours, from 7 to 10.30 p.m. 

Admission by Tickets only, to he obtained in advance of the 
resident secretary, Miss Kislingbury, 38, Great Lussell-street, 
Bloomsbury, W.C. 


4 AST LONDON SPIFTLUAL MEET: NGS.— 
LECTURES giving information abous Spiritualism are 
delivered every Thursday evening at 8, pm. at Me. Cog man’s 
Lecture Rooms, 15, St. Peter's-road, Mile-end. Inspirational 
addresses every Sunday evoning, at Seven o'clock. Admission 
Free. Supported by voluntary contributions. 
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‘BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 


OF SPIRITUALISTS. 


The BRIMSH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTs is formed 
to unite Spiritualists of every varicty of opinion for their mutual aid 
and benefit; to aid students and inquirers in their researches, by 
plaeing at their disposal the means of systematie investigation into 
the facts wud phenomena, called Spiritua! or Psyehie; to make 
known the positive results arrived at by eareful research; and to, 
direct attention to the beneficial infiuence which those results are 
calculated to exercise upon social relationships and individual con- 
duct. It is intended to include Spiritualists of every elass, whether 


> members of Local and Provincial Societies or not, aud all inqnirers 


into psychological and kindred phenomena. 

The British National Association of Spiritualists was formed in 
the year 1873, at a national conferenee of Spiritualists held in Liver- 
pool, at which all the great Societics of Spiritualists, and the 
Spiritualists of the chief towns in the United Kingdom, were re- 
presented. The amount of the annual subseription to the National 

ssociation is optional, with a miniman of five shillings a year, 
Each member has a single vote at the general incetings, aud is 
eligible for election to all offices. 

FRIENDS wishiug to join the Association, and Local Soeieties wish- 
ing to become allied, are requested to communicate with Miss 
Kislingbury, Resident Seeretary, at the offices of the Association, 38, 
Great Russclistrect, Blomusbury, W.C.. of whom copics of the Cou- 
stitution and Rules muy be had upon application. 

The eutrance to the offices is in Woburn-street. 


BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
SPIRITUALISTS. 


THE READING ROOM & LIBRARY 
38, GREAT RUSSELL-SREET, BLOOMSBURY, 
A RE open to the public. Newspapers and 


periodicals connected with Spiritualism, from all 
parts of the world, and various high-class journals, are regu- 
larly supplied. The library contaius, ia addition to the best 
writings on Spiritualism, works on historical, speculative, and 
scientific subjects by the best authors. 

Terms to members: One guinea a year, which also includes 
membership; Quarterly tickets, 5s.; Monthly tickets, 2s. 6a, 
To non-members, annual tickets, 3037; Quarterly, 10s.; 
Monthly, 5s. 

A Seance-room can be engaged under special arrangements, 
to be learned from the Secretary. 

Open from 10.80 a.m. to 10.30 p.m. 
Saturdays, W 


RITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
SPIRITUALISTS, TRANCE PAIN TINGS.—Sovoral 
small oil-paintings, in gilt frames, executed in the trance by 
the celebrated medium, David Duguid, of Glasgow, and re- 
presenting Scotch scenery, are now ON SALE at 38, Groat 
Russell-street, at greatly reduced prices, varying fiom 20s, to 
35s. Application tv be made to the secretary, 38, Great Russell- 
street, Bloomsbury, W.C. 


RITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
SPIRITUALISTS. FOR SALE.—A variety of Mnsical 

Boxes of superior quality, to be sold for the benefit of the 
Fands of the Association, In good order, containing eight 
airs each. Maker, Nicole, Geneva. Price, £6 6s. The style 
of box and selection of music at the choics of. thé purchaser, 
Apply to the secretary, 38, Great Nussell-street, Bloomsbury, 


OF 


Close at 6 p.m, on 


THE LIVERPOOL PSYCHOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY. 


OrricE-BEARERS FOR 1876. 
President, — William Hitchman, Esq., M.D. 
Vice-President.—Mr. Aiugworth. 


Secretary.—Mr. Lewis Roberts, 63, Oxford Street, Liverpool. 
Treasurer.— Mr. Edward Knox. 


Committee of Management.—Mr. J. Smith, Mr. James Monk, > 


Mr. J. Chapman, Mr G, Brown, Mr. J, Haslam, Mr. Jones, 
Mr, William Meredith, Mr. Ainsworth, Mrs. Ainsworth, Miss 
Hilton, and Miss Dickson. 
Lrustees—James Wason, Esq., Mr, John Lamont, Mr. Joseph 
Shepherd. 
Auditors.—Mr. P. Bretherton, Mr. H. J, Charlton. 


ree object of this Association is the discovery 
of truth in connection with Psychology. 

Tho Society seeks to attain its object by the following 
measures, Or such of them as from time to time are found to 
be practicable, 

1—By frequent meetings of its members for conference, 
inquiry, instruction, mental improvement, spiritual culture, 
social intercourse, and healthful recroation. 

2.—By engaging in the education of children and others, for 
the purpose of developing their physical, mental, end spiritual 
powers. 

8.—By the dissemination of knowledge by means-of publie 
instraction, lectures, reading-rooms, the press, and spirit com- 
munion. 

February, 1875, 


MR. CHARLES E. WILLIAMS, 
MEDIUM, 


Is at home dally, to give Private Seances, from I2 to 5 p.m 
Private Seances attended at the houses of investlgators. 


Public Seances at 61, Lamb's Conduit-street, on Monday and 
Thursday evenings; and Saturday evenings, for Spiritualists 
only ; at.$ o’clock each evening, 


Address as above. 


h RS. WOODFORDE, TRANCE MEDIUM 

AND MEDICAL MESMERIST, will give Sittings for 
Development under Spirit Control in Writing, Drawing Clair- 
voyance, or any form of Mediumship, Disorderly Infiuences 
removod, French spoken. At home Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays, Private Seances attended. Ad- 
dress, 10, New Ormond-street, Bloomsbury, 


ROFESSOR REGAN, PSYCHOPATHIC 

_. HEALER, wishes to make known, by desire of his 
Spirit Physiciaus, who cure through him, in his normal 
ttate, that-having been developed by them into à powerful 
healing medium, and at the same time, by a course of deep 
study, acquired a practical knowledge of the philosopby of 
disease, and its rationale of curo, he is now prepared to ex- 
amine, treat, and cure patients, suffering from all kinds uf 
acute, chronic, nervous, and organic disease of long years’ 
standing. Consultations and invaluable treatment given at 
his own house, or at patient's residence, by appointment. 
Visitors received at his Consvliing-rooms from 1% to 4 dally. 
Fee, One Guinea, Address, 59, Finborough-road, Kedcliffe- 
gardens, South Kensiugton, 


ISS GODFREY, CURATIVE MESMERIST 

AND RUBBER, AND MEDICAL CLAIRVOYANT, 

I, Robert street, Hampstead-road, London, N.W, To be seen 
by appointment only. Terms ou.application by letter. 


ME: J. J. MORSE, INSPIRATIONAL 

TRANCE SPEAKER, has returned to Englaud, and 
is now prepared to receive calls as usual, to lecture in London 
or the provinces. All Letters to be addressed to him at 
Warwick Cottage, Old Ford-road, Bow, London, E. 


N OLCE.--MONSTEUR ADOLPHE DIDIER, 

Professor of Curative Mesmerism (30 Years Estab- 
lished), attends patients daily from 2 till 5, at his own resi- 
dence, 10, Berkeley Gardeus, Camden Hill, Kensington, Som- 
nambulic consultations for diagnosis of discases, indication cf 
their causes, and remedies. Persons at a distance can consult 
by letter. 


HE BOY MEDIUMS.—Bamford Brothers, 


Physical Mediums, will give Seances as follows:—On 
Monday and Weduesday evonings, at 7 o'clock p.m., admission 
2s. 6d ; on Saturday evenings, at 7, 18. 26, Pool-street, Sutton, 
Macclesfield. 


R. S. R. REDMAN, Professor of Animal 


L Magnetism, bega to inform inquirers and others that 
he is prepared to attend Public or Private Seances at the houses. 
of investigators or otherwise, and give his unique illustrations 
of Mesmeric and Psychological Phenomena, as recently given 
by him before the members of ‘ The Brixton Psychological 
Society.” For terms, ete, apply by letter to Mr. S. R. Redman, 
Brixton-hill, S. W. 


aaa aaaea 
yi ESMERISM AND ELECTRO-BIOLOGY.— 
Complete Instructions in Mesmerism and Elcetro~ 
Biology, with full and explicit directions for the production of 
all the different phases of these marvellous and mysterious 
Psychological Phenomena, Private Instructions personally or 
by Post. For terms, address, Mr. E. H. Valter, Claremont- 
villa, 51, Belgrave-road, Birmingham, 


ee , 
SYCHOPATHIC INSTITUTION FOR THE 
CURE OF DISEASE, 19, (hurch-street, Upper. street, 
Islington. A good “ Magnetic” healer, Mr. J. Smith, in atteud- 
ance daily, from IL a.m. until 2? p.m. Fee, 2s. 6d.; Sundays 
and Wednesdays free, Mr, and Mrs. Bullock, principals, 


PSYCHOPATHIC INSTITUTE 


OR the CURE OF NERVOUS AND MUS- 
CULAR DISEASES, opposite St. Chrysostom's Church, 
74, Queen’s-road, Everton, Liverpool. 11 a.m, to 4 p.m. Ope- 
rators sent to all parts. Terms per arrangement. 
J. COATES, Principal. 


ee ee ee 
ESMERISM, ELECTRO-BIOLOGY, 
AVE FASCINATION. 

How to mesmerise, fascinate, and produce electro-biological 
phenomena. 

Iiow to know Sensitive SUBJECTS. 

How to develop CLAIRVOYANT MEDIA. 

How to produce SLEEP in any one at will. 

DR. MOSES RIGG can teach any person efficiently by post, 
Pamphlets and testimonials gratis, or by post, Id. stump, 
Address, 9, Granvile-square, Londen, W.O. At home daily 
from 10 till 5, : 


ENGLISH AND AMERICAN BOOKS 


ON 
Spiritualism, Psychology, Mesmerism, Anthropology 
Mental Ph ysiology, ‘and Kindred ‘Subjects, me 


Are on sale at the Branch Office of The Spiritualist News- 
paper, 38, Great Russell-strect, Bloomsbury, London, W.C, 

Booksellers and others who have Works upon these - ubjocta 
are requested to forward their Lists by post to the Manager, 


In the Press. 


R. MONCK’S ALMANACK AND TRUTH- 
SEEKERS’ GUIDE TO THE INVESTIGATION OF 
MODERN SPIRITUALISM. Over fifty olosely-printed pages, 
with il-ustrations of direct drawings through Dr. Duguid’s 
mediumsbip. Contains original articles written expressly for 
tke almanack by 8. ©., Hall, E.S.A, Dr. W. Hitehmun, 
“Fritz,” T. P, Barkas, F.G.8., W. Oxley, T. Shorter, Mrs. Mak- 
dougall Gregory, A. Oalder, J. N. Tredman Martheze, Mrs, 
Tyndall, &¢,, &c. Subjects—“Sclentific Spiritualism,” “ Cut 
Bono,” “The Healing Power,” “Spiritualism in Every-day 
Life," ‘The B n ficent Aspect of Spiritualism,” On Mediums,’ 
“Rules for the Spirit Circle.” Will be found very useful 
among sceptics and investigators. Orders should be sent in at 
once to Geo. Tommy, 7, Unity-street, Bristol. Single copy, pest 
free, 3d. Quantities supplied to societies or for free distribution 
ata liberal reduction, Agents wanted. 


Bhe Spivitualist Tews paper, 


A Red of the Progress of thy Sqigneg and Pelhigs of Spiyiustism, 


Yonume BIGHT. 
LONDON, FRIDAY, 


Numer Two. 


SPIRIT TEACHINGS.* 


NO. XLYI, 


[ The subject of antagonistic influence by the adversaries was 
continued. | 

In what has now been said, we have but recapitulated what 
has been said before of the organised opposition from those 
who are our opponents. But one special form of attack, 
which will become more and more frequent, we have not yet 
dealt with. As objective spiritual manifestations become 
more and more frequent, and as the inconsiderate craving for 
them increases, so will it come to pass that powerful instru- 
ments will be developed through whom our adversaries may 
be enabled to produce their frivolous or tricky manifestations, 
so as to discredit the true spiritual work. This is one of the 
special forms of opposition, and the most dangerous: for in 
proportion to the undeveloped character of the spirit will be 
its power over gross matter, its cunning, and, in some cases, 
its malignity. Powerful agencies are even now at work, as 
we are assured, who will seize every opportunity of develop- 
ing mediums through whom phenomena the most startling 
may be produced, so as to convince the inquirers of super- 
natural power so called. This done, the rest is easy. By 
degrees trick and frand are allowed to creep in, the moral 
teachings are allowed to appear in their true light, doubt is 
insinuated, and the uncertainty and suspicion {which have 
become the fixed attitude of the mind regarding phenomena 
which at first seemed so surely spiritual, gradually extend to 
all manifestations and teachings. 

No more sure means of discrediting the teaching of those 
who are sent to instruct, and not merely to astonish or amuse, 
was ever devised by cunning. For men say: We have tried, 
we have tested for ourselves, and we have found it out. 
Either it is connected with fraud, or it teaches base and 
immoral doctrines, or it is full of falsehood; in short, it is 
diabolical. It is no use to appeal to such, and tell ther that 
they must discern between the true and the false, for their 
shaken faith will not allow of this. They have proved what 
they trusted to be false, and the whole edifice of their belief 
lies in ruins around them. The foundation is not secure, and 
will not support the building. 

We say again that no more diabolical device for paralysing 
our work was ever planned. We solemnly warn you of it, 
Sec to it that you act upon our warning. Beware of 
encouraging the promiscuous evolution of violent physical 
power, Such comes generally from the lower and more 
undeveloped ; and its development is frequently attended by 
spirits for whose absence you should pray. In the encourage- 
ment, especially in newly-formed circles, of undue care for 
physical marvels is a great risk. Such are uecessary to the 
work, and we do not in any degree undervalue their import- 
ance to certain minds. We desire to bring home evidence 
to all; but we do not desire that any should rest in that 
material form of belief in an external something which is of 
little service to any soul, We labour for something higher 
than to show curious minds that we can do badly under 
certain conditions what man can do better under other con- 
ditions. Nor do we rest content even with showing man that 


* In The Spiritualist of August 15th, 1873, an account was printed of some phenomena 
which occurred in a private circle held at the house of Dr. Stanhope Speer, 13, Alexaudra- 
road, Finchley-road, N, W., through the mediuaship of a gentleman who is known to Spirit- 
ualists under the nom de plume of “ M.A. (Oxon).” A mass of evidence as to identity given up 
to that time has since been greatly increased, and in all eases where verification is possible, 
the statements made kave been found to be literally accurate. This has been the case when 
extracts from rare work’ have béon laboriously authenticated in tke library of the British 
Museum, Evidence being so given of the independent action of spirit, and of the freedom 
of the messages from colour by the medium’s thoughts, it has been thought well to print 
selections from a great mass of ‘Spirit Teachings" which have been from time to time 
written out automatically through his hand. The communications so given extend over 
three years, aud are principally concerned with the Religious Aspects of Spiritualism. They 
are the work of many spirits, each of whom preserves his individuality, even to the pecu- 
iarity of the writing weed. The opinions are frequently the reverse of those held by the 
medium, and are written (as far as can be ascertained) without aid from hia mind. The 
hand is automatically moved, even though the brain be occupied about other work. Great 
care haa been taken to provide conditiona under which rellable messages can be 
obtained.—[ED.] k 


beings external to himself can interfere in the order of his 
world. If that were all, he might be so much the worse for 
knowing it. We have before us one sole aim, and that alone 
has brought us to your earth, You know our mission. In 
days when faith has grown cold, and belief in God and 
immortality is waning to a close, we come to demonstrate to 
man that he is immortal, by virtue of the possession of that 
soul which is a spark struck off from Deity itself. We wish 
to teach him of the errors of the past, to show him the life 
that leads to progress, to point him to the future of develop- 
ment and growth. 

It is not with such an end before us that we can tamely 
allow our work to be set aside for the development of any 
strange phenomenal power that spirits may possess over 
gross matter. If we use such power at all it is because we 
find it necessary, not because we think it desirable, save 
always asa means to an end. Were it harmless we should 
say so much. But being what it is, an engine of assault 
from the adversaries, the worst we have to dread, we are 
urgent in warning you against promiscuous seeking after 
these physical marvels, and against resting in them as the 
end and aim of intercourse with us. ` 

Regard them only as means of conviction, as so many 
proofs to your minds of actual intervention from the world 
of spirit with the world of matter. Look upon them as such 
only, and use them as the material foundation on which the 
spiritual temple may be built. Rest assured that they of 
themselves can teach you no more than that; nay, if the 
operating spirits find in you no capacity to grasp more, they 
will gradually give way to those who cau do such work better 
than they can, and so the means of further knowledge will 
pass away. From that basis you must go on to further steps, 
You must seek to know of the nature of the agency, of its 
source and intent. Surely you would desire to be assured 
that it is of God, beneficent and pnre in origin and intent. 
Surely you would seek to know how much the visitors from 
beyond the grave can tell youof that universal dwelling-place of 
your race; how they can satisfy you of your own soul's 
destiny, and of the means by which you may best fit your- 
self for the change which you call death. For if we be not 
as you, how is our experieuce fruitful to you? If we cannot 
tell you of your own immortality, what profits it that we 
prove to you never so conclusively that we ourselves exist ? 
Such may be a curious fact; it can never be more. 

When you can reach out beyond the phenomenal to the 
actual investigation of Truth for its own sake—when, in 
short, you can believe our pretensions—then we can open 
out to you a realm of which you are yet ignorant, and which 
has been far more fully revealed to earnest seekers in other 
lands than yours, To few only in your land have the higher 
revealings of spiritual truth been vouchsafed. Liven this 
means of communing by writing, which seems to you such 
an advance on the clumsy rapping out of messages and such 
material means of communication, is as nothing, compared 
with the inner communing of spirit with spirit without the 
intervention of material signs. In America, the land from 
which dates this movement in your days, there are many 
who have been so far developed as to lead a dual life, and to 
hold face to face intercourse with us. We have even now a 
band of workers there who are achieving results which we 
cannot command here through faithlessness of mind, mate- 
riality of interests, and even grossness of atmospheric sur- 
roundings. It is not with our work as with your mundane 
affairs. We read the heart, and it is useless to feign interest 
which you do not feel—that you would not do—or to proceed 
on our way while faith is lacking. It has been so in all 
ages of the world. Efforts have been made from time to 
time to pour in advanced knowledge; it has been found that 
the time was not come, and the effort has been withdrawn. 
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Eternal Father ! 
the revealing of Whose Truth we are sent to earth, enable us 
to elevate and purify the hearts of those to whom we speak, 
that they may rise from carth and open their spiritual 
senses to diseern the things whieh we reveal. May Faith 
grow in them, so that they may aspire to Truth, and, leaving 
earthy interests behind, press on to learn the Revelation of 
the Spirit. + IMPERATOR. 

[I remarked that I had no doubt that all that was said was 
true, and I added that I had difficulty in understanding why 
some law and order did not obtain on the spiritual side, so as 
to curb those unruly spirits. They seemed to do what they 
pleased, and to be under no governance. Also I expressed my 
wonder at their false statements. I could not see why a spirit 
should take pleasure in personation. | 

You err in supposing there is no law and order with us. 
It is that the negleet of eonditions ou your part frustrates 
orderly effort. You must learn to fence your cireles round 
with proper conditions, and then you will eliminate half the 
trickery and contradiction. The time will not eome when 
all that you eall evil will be wiped out; for this is a matter 
of spiritual training, and we have no power to save you from 
the process, which is for your progressive development. It 
is neeessary that you pass through it. You have much to 
learn, and this practical experience is one of the ways of 
learning. 

As to personation you will learn more hereafter. For the 
present we tell you that there are spirits who delight in 
such personation, and who have the power, under certain 
conditions, of carrying out elaborate deeeption. Such take 
names which they see to be desired, and would reply equally 
to any name given them. They may usually be excluded 
by a careful attention to conditions, and by the efforts of a 
strong guardian who is able to protect the circle. Those 
who sit frequently and in open circles, where no eare is taken 
of the spiritual couditions, and who have no powerful spirit 
friends to protect them, are in danger of incursion from 
these. In most circles, as far as we know, every facility is 
given for the intervention of trieky spirits. The phenomena 
are sought after in a spirit of mere curiosity. Personal 
friends are greedily summoned, and no pains taken to ascer- 
tain whether the spirit answering be indeed a friend ora 
deceiver. Foolish queries are addressed, and foolish replies 
eagerly swallowed. What wonder that such are the sport of 
the undeveloped ! 

[How is one to know that this personation does not extend 
to all? and that what in Spiritualism appears good and 
coherent will not in the end prove to be nly a cleverer trick? If 
such powers are behind who is safe ? | 

We ean but give you the answer you have had before. 
We have proved to you our good faith, our truth, our ex- 
ternal individuality. We have given you proof upon proof: 
We have shown our moral consciousness by consistent truth- 
fulness in all things, by the presence of a tone in our teach- 
ings to you which you must estimate for yourself. When 
complete they shall stand forth to all as pure and good. 
Even now you admit them to be elevated and good in ten- 
dency. Your knowledge of us, of our work, and of our aims, 
must lead you to a Judgment such as you would frame ofa 
fellow-man, under similar circumstances. 

[Yes. ,This personating spirit by speaking of whom Icom- 
menced would upset one’s faith very soon, if it had got access.) 

It might have been so; we cannot tell how far we could 
have counteracted the effort; but we donot wish to run the 
risk. For contradicting statements would surely have been 
made, personation carried on, and in the end the scanty faith 
you have would have sustained a rude shock. This is a real 
danger to you; for the introduction of false and contra- 


dictory statements would do more to foster a suspicious feel- 
ing iu your mind than anything. In the end it would 
undermine us and drive us away. 

[Keally the subject seems to be a most dangerous one to meddle 
with. | 

The abuse of everything is bad; the use, good and eom- 
mendable. To those who in frivolous frame of mind place 
themselves in communion with the spheres; to those who 
force themselves from low motives into that which is to them 
only a curious thing; to the vain in their own eonccit, the 
triflers, the untruthful, the worldly, the sensual, the base, the 
flippant, there is doubtless danger. We never advise any of 
unbalanced mind to meddle with the mysteries of medium- 
ship. It is direful risk to them. Those only who are 
proteeted and guarded round, who aet from no inner motive, 
but in obedience to the impulses of the guardians, who are 
wise and powerful to protect, should meddle, and they care- 
fully, and with earnest prayer. We deprecate always any 
unlicensed meddling. Nor can any safely mingle with the 
spirit-world, and so introduce one more disturbing clement 
into his earth-life, exeept he be of even mind and steady 
temper. Any unhinged mind, spasmodic temperament, 
fitful, purposeless character, becomes the ready prey of the 
undeveloped. Doubtless it is perilous for such to meddle, 
more espeeially if their interest be only in the marvellous, to 
gratify an idle curiosity, or to solaee their own vanity. ‘The 
higher messages of the Supreme are not audible to such. 
Would that they who can hear them would forsake the 
trifling of the lower spirits, and, leaving the inferior planes, 
press on to the purer atmosphere of the higher spheres of 
knowledge. 

[But all this is caviare to the world. They think far 
more of a good thump on the head, or of a floating chair, 
than of all your information, which, by-the-by, is hard 
enough to get.| 

True, we know it only too well. The present phase of our 
work is one that must be passed through. he physical 
accompanies but is no real part of our work. It must, as 
we say, preeede the real development for which we wait. It 
will goon all around you with increasing development ; and, 
while we warn you against the dangers which accompany it, 
we do not disguise the necessity for it in the present material 
state of your knowledge. While we deplore we acknowledge 
the necessity. We have more to add to what-has been said, 
but not now. For the present, cease. + IMPERATOR. 
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THE SPIRITUALISM OF HIRAM POWERS. 

Dr. Kucene CROWELL has favoured us with advance shects 
of the second volume of his valuable book, Primitive Chris- 
tianity and Modern Spiritualism, and in it is the following 
paragraph relating to aman of great genius, the late Mr, 
Hiram Powers, the American sculptor, who spent a eon- 
siderable portion of his life in Rome, and while there, gave 
attention to Spiritualism among other subjects. Dr. Crowell 
quotes the following from a letter written by Mr. Powers to his 
cousin, the Hon. Thos. Ii, Powers, dated Dec. 31st, 1849:— 

“ Little did I then dream that the day would eome when 
I should be here in Italy, a sculptor; but I used then to 
dream of a white figure standing upon a pillar over the river 
near your father’s house, which I longed to get near to, but 
could not for the water—it was too deep to wade through. 
This dream haunted me for years afterwards in Ohio, and it 
ceased when I first began to model in clay. It was a female 
figure and naked, but it did not seem alive. At that time I 
had never seen nor heard of anything in the way of 
sculpture.” 

From letter of Jan. 8th, 1851. 

“I had not heard until Mr. Reed told me that my ‘Slave’ 
had been in Woodstock. This almost verifies an often 
repeated dream of mine in all respects but one. It was this: 
I used to see in my sleep, when a child, a white female 
figure aeross the river, just below your father’s house ; it 
stood upon a pillar or pedestal, was naked, and to my eyes 
very beautiful; but the water was between me and it, too 
deep to ford. I hada strong desire to sce it nearer, but 
was always prevented by the river, whiel was always high. 
This dream ceased years after when I began- to model. 


San. 14, 1876. THE SPIRITUALIST. 15 


E E PN S 


Altogether, one may conclude that this—the dream—was not 
entirely a phantom. At that time I had no wakeful thoughts 
of sculpture, nor had I ever seen anything likely to excite 
such a dream.” 

The Spiritual Magazine gives in its fifth volume, on thie 
authority of Dr. Bellows, the following statement by 
Mr. Hiram Powers in relation to his experiences in 
Spiritualism :— l ‘ 

c These Spiritualistic phenomena have always interested 
me, although I have never been in the least carricd away 
by them. I recollect we had many séances at my house and 
others, when Home was there. I certainly saw, under cir- 
cumstance where fraud, or collusion, or pre-arrangement of 
machinery, was impossible, in my own house, and among 
friends incapable of lending themselves to imposture, very 
curious things. That hand floating in the air, of which all 
the world has heard, I have scen. There was nothing but 
moonlight in the room, it is true, and there is every pre- 
sumption against such phenomena under such circumstances. 
But what you see, you sec, and must believe, however 
difficult to account for it. I recollect that Mr. Home sat on 
my right hand, and beside him there were six others round 
one-half of a circular table, the empty half towards the 
window and the moonlight. 

« All our fourteen hands were on the table, when a hand, 
delicate and shadowy, yet defined, appeared, dancing slowly 
just the other side of the table, and gradually creeping up 
higher, until, above the elbow, it terminated ina mist. This 
hand slowly came nearer to Mrs. 
the table, and seemed to pat her face. ‘Could it take a 
fan?’ cried her husband. Three raps responded: ‘ Yes,’ and 
the lady put her fan near it, which it seemed trying to take. 
‘Give it the handle,’ said the husband. The wife obeyed, 
and it commenced fanning her with much grace. ‘Could it 
fan the rest of the company ? some one exclaimed, when 
three raps signified assent, and the hand, passing round, 
fanned each of the company, and then slowly was lost to 
view. 

“ I felt on another occasion a little hand—it was pro- 
nounced that of a lost child—patting my cheek and arm. I 
took hold of it; it was warm, and evidently a child’s hand, 
I did not loosen my hold, but it seemed to melt out of my 
clutch. Many other similar experiences I have had. It is 
interesting to know that the effect is not to create super- 
natural terrors and morbid feelings. My children, who 
knew all about it, and were present, never showed any signs 
of trepidation, such as ghost stories excite in sensitive and 
young people, 

«I have always thought that there was something yet 
inexplicable about the nervous organisation which might 
eventually show us to be living much nearer to spiritual 
forms than most believe, and that not an impossible opening 
of our inner senses might even here enable us to perceive 
these forms. When we see a man in his flesh and blood, we 
sce his outward robes. If his nervous system alone were 
delicately separated out from his body, it would have 
the precise form of his body, but extend evcn to the 
enamel of the teeth, and the fibres of his hair. There is 
no part of the human frame that is not full of these invisible 
ramifications. Show us a man’s nervous system, and filmy 
as it might be in parts, his form would be perfectly retained 
even to his eyes. Now this is one great step towards his 
spiritual body. <A little further refinement might bring us 
to what is beneath the nervous system, the spiritual body, 
and it might still have the precise form of the man. I 
believe it possible for this body to appear, and under certain 
states to be scen. J do not often mention a waking vision 
which I enjoyed more than twenty years ago, but I will tell 
it to you. It happened five-and-twenty years ago. 

“I had retired at the usual hour and as I blew out the 
candle and got into bed I looked upon our infant child, 
sleeping calinly ou the other side of its mother, who also was 
sound asleep. As I lay broad awake, thinking on many 
things, I became suddenly conscious of a strong light in the 
room, and thought I must have forgotten to blow out the 
candle. I looked at the stand but the caudle was out. 
Still the light-increased, and I began to fear something was 
on fire in the room, and I looked over towards my wife’s side 


„at the right side of { 


to sce if it were so. There was no sign of fire, but as J cast 
my eye upward, and as it were to the back of my bed, I saw 
a green hillside, on which two bright figures, a young man 
and a young woman, their arms across each other’s shoulders, 
were standing and looking down, with countenances full of 
love and grace upon our sleeping infant. 

‘A glorious brightness seemed to clothe them, and to 
shine in upon the room. Thinking it possible that I was 
dreaming, and merely fancying myself awake (for the vision 
vanished in about the time I have been telling you the story 
and left me wondering), I felt my pulse to see whether I had 
any fever. My pulse was as calm as a clock. I never was 
broader awake in my life, and said to myself, ‘Thank God, 
what I have been looking for years to enjoy has at length 
been granted me—a direct look into the spiritual world!’ 
I was so moved by the reflections excited by this experience 
that I could not restrain myself from awaking my wife and 
telling her what happened. She instantly folded her child 
to her bosom, weeping, and said, ‘ And is our darling, then, 
to be so soon taken from us?’ I pacified her by telling her 
there was no evil omen in the vision I had seen; that the 
countenances of the heavenly visitants expressed ouly peace 
and joy, and that there was nothing to dread of harm to our 
child. And so I found it. I have much longed since to 
have any similar experience, but I never had it.” 

Mr. Powers being asked whether he really believed in the 
assertions of modern Spiritualists, said: 

“I am not a believer in the revelations of modern 
Spiritualists, as made known through mediums or otherwise, 
for most corrupt and unworthy communications are often 
made, and with many mediums there is a great deal of 
trickery, while there are some so-called mediums who are 
nothing else but charlatans. But I do believe in the fact of 
spiritual manifestations, animal magnetism, and the moving 
of solid bodies, by means as yet unexplained by purely 
scientific meu. I believe we are now at the threshold of a 
new era of discoveries, very unlike the past.” 


SOR RR 


SPIRITUALISM IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES, 
BY EMILY KISLINGBURY. 


Tur increased spirit of energy apparent in the numerous 
foreign Spiritualistic journals speaks well for the progress of 
Spiritualism in their respective countries. The persecutions 
in France seem to have strengtheued the faith and ardour of 
all true believers in that country, and the publicity which 
the recent trials have given to the subject of Spiritualism 
generally has brought it before the notice of many who 
would not otherwise have heard of it. The Revue Spirite for 
January, which opens with a review of the events of the past 
year, congratulates the cause that the publication of the 
works of Allan Kardec in the Mnglish language, and the 
consequent discussion of the Spiritist doctrines in England 
and America, were coincident with the above apparently sad 
events, and that sympathy has thus been made the hand- 
maid of enlightenment. 

- The formation of a. confederation among the Belgian 
Spiritual societies, as the result of the late Congress at 
Brussels, will probably have the effect of bringing about a 
similar union among the Spiritualists in the French pro- 
vinces, in connection with the chief socicty in Paris. The 
Belgians have taken as their model the British National 
Association of Spiritualists; full reports of the meetings of 
the Brussels Congress are still appearing in the Messager de 
Liége, and the presence of M. Leymarie, who attended the 
Congress as the representative of the French Spiritists, 
scems not only to have strengthened the bonds of amity 
between the friends of the cause in each nation, but to have 
awakeued in each and all the desire for a closer union 
among themselves, such as only a well-devised scheme of 
organisation has power to effect. In addition to the Mes- 
sager, Belgium has this year started another journal, partly 
in French, partly in Flemish—De Rots, which is published 
at Ostend. 

Spiritualism in Spain is still flourishing, having also had 
its share of persecution. One journal—el Spiritismo—has 
been suppressed by the authoritics, but there still remain 
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four journals in Spain itself, besides those published in the 
Spanish language in Mexico and Montevideo. _ ; 

In Italy, Spiritualism seems to be progressing quietly, 
but, from the scarcity of physical phenomena, it makes less 
noise in the world. The Annali, published at Turin, cou- 
tinues to be edited in an able and scholarly manner, bat 
treats the subject from the moral and philosophic, rather than 
the phenomenal and historical standpoint. The Baroness 
Guldenstubbe, however, who is now travelling in Italy, 
speaks of having met with Spiritualist societies in all the 
chief towns, and makes further mention of a school which 
exists at Venice for the children of Spiritualists, 

Considerable knowledge of the subject has been gained in 
Germany by the increased circulation of the Psychic Studies, 
its high literary character commanding the notice and respect 
of the press; also by the publication in the German language 
dnring the past year of the works of Crookes and Wallace, 
of Robert Dale Owen, and the report of the Dialectical 
Society, which have been criticised by various literary 
journals. In Russia the article published by Professor 
Wagner in the Revue de l Europe was the signal for a spirit 
of inquiry which has never been allowed to die out, and 
which has penctrated to the heart of the National University 
itself. May all success attend the laudable efforts of those 
who are spending time and money in bringing it to a 
practical issue. Austrian Spiritualism centres itself round 
the well organised Society of Spiritual Inquirers at Buda 
Pest, of which the Baron von Vay is the Honorary President. 
It has been registered by the government, has a hall of its 
own, and publishes Transactions. In its way it seems to be 
the most complete Spiritual Society in existence. 

American Spiritualism is too broad a field to be entered 
upon in the limits of this article. The Banner of Light, 
The Spiritual Scientist, The Religio-Philosophical and the 
Spiritualist at Work are representative journals; in Memphis, 
Tennessee, an excellent monthly, The Spiritual Magazine, is 
doing good work, and has lately been writing strongly in 
favour of organisation; further, a new weekly is now announced 
under the title of the Western Spiritualist. Its programme 
is to provide a cheap paper for the Spiritualists of the West, 
and to foster and develop Western mediums, 

In Australia, where the movement is by no means wanting 
in activity, the cause is represented by the Harbinger of 
Light and The Spiritual Inquirer. An important change 
has lately taken place in Melbourne; the Victorian Associa- 
tion, which has beeu five years in existence, and has been 
languishing since the departure of Mr. Tyerman for Sydney, 
has been formally dissolved, and in its place a new society 
formed, composed of a combination of Spiritualists and Frec- 
thinkers, under the name of the Spiritualist and Freethought 
Association, One of its objects is the delivery of a series of 
essays and lectures, to be followed by “limited debates.” 
In Brisbane, Queensland, a society has been formed by the 
union of similar elements, and appears to be working well, 
One mistake was made in the beginning, by organising a 
spirit-cirele of between thirty and forty members, but this 
has since been broken up into smaller ones, ‘f which are now 
sitting with fair results.” 

The President of the Melbourne Association is Mr. Jolin 
Ross, and Mr. W. H. Terry is one of the Vice-Presidents. 


There is some possibility that Dr. Slade, the American test medium, 
may sit for the St. Petersburg Committee. The matter ig under con- 
sideration. 


Mr. Rozert Dare Owes.—Miss Emily Kislingbury, Secretary of 
the British National Association of Spiritualists, writes to the Daily 
News :—~‘* As considerable publicity was given by a portion of the Press 
to the fact of Mr. Robert Dale Owen’s late attack of insanity, it is no 
more than justice to that gentleman to give equal publicity to the news 
of hia complete recovery, and I shall esteem it a favour if you will 
kindly insert either this letter or a bricf notice of it in your widely-read 
journal, Ina long and interesting letter which I have received from 
Mr. Owen to day, he says, after explaining that his illness was due to 
overwork:—‘J'or two years and a half previous to my illness in May 
last I had been a sufferer from dyspepsia, causing weakness and depres- 
sion. These, by rest, water-cure, and milk diet, have been entirely 
removed, and I am now in excellent health, better than I have been for 
five years past.’ The letter was accompanied by an extract from an 
American journal, containing Mr. Owen's letter to Dr. Everts (the 
physician under whose care he had been placed), written after his 
restoration to health, which I enclose for your perusal.” 
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TRANSACTIONS OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
SPIRITUALISTS. 


MEETING OF THE COUNCIL, 


Last Tuesday night a Council meeting of the British National Associ- 
ation of Spiritualists was held at its rooms, 38, Great Russell-street, 
Bloomsbury, London, W.C., under the presidency of Mr, Alexander 
Calder. The other members of the council present were Mr, Algernon 
Joy, Mr. Martin R. Smith, Mr. George Robert Tapp, Mr. Edward T. 
Bennett, Mrs. Maltby, Mr, E. Dawson Rogers, Mr. Thomas Everitt, 
Mrs, Everitt, Mr. Morell Theobald, Mr. Keningale Cook, and Mr. George 
King. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 


NEW MEMBERS. 
Twelve new ordinary members were elected, and there was one resig- 
nation, 
Signor Damiani and Dr. and Mrs, Hallock were elected honorary 
members. 
The Duke of Leuchtenberg, nephew of the Emperor of Russia, was 
invited to become an honorary member, 


FINANCE COMMITTEE’S REPORT. 


Mr. Morell Theobald read the report of the Finance Committees 
which set forth that the balance in hand at the close of last month was 
£63 13s. 11d., since which upwards of £60 hed been received. The 
Committee recommended payments to the amount of £75 11s. 6d., 
including rent, and estimated the outstanding liabilities of the Associ- 
ation at £5. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Secretary read a letter from Dr. Eugene Crowell, of New York, 
accompanied by a presentation copy of the second volume of his book, 
Primitive Christianity and Modern Spiritualism, 

Letters were read from the honorary secretaries to the Liverpool and 
Brixton Psychological Societies, returning thanks to the Council for the 
present of musical boxes made to them at its last meeting. 

A letter from Mr. Harper was read, thanking the Association for its 
donation of goods to the Spiritualists’ Bazaar in Birmingham, 

Mr. Dale Owen's letter to the secretary, as already published in The 
Spiritualist, was taken as read, and Miss Kislingbury announced that a 
paragraph from her about his recovery from his recent illness, had been 
published in the Daily News. 

Mrs. Bullock wrote thanking the Council for the donation of two 
guineas towards the Sunday services at Islington. 

Madlle. Huet, of Paris, wrote presenting a book to the library, and 
stating that she expected soon to be in England. 

A letter from Mr, T. Herbert Noyes, dated from the Lunatic Ward of 
St. Pancras Workhouse, was produced. The secretary stated that she 
had given his case into the hands of Mrs. Lowe, who had communicated 
with his friends, and Sir Hugh Owen was inquiring into the matter. 

The Secretary announced that Mr. Edmands had presented a large 
looking-glass to the Association. 

Mr. Rogers produced an agenda of the monthly proceedings of the 
Council, which, he thought, would be useful; as he had prepared the 
first one without authority from the Council, he had printed it at his 
own expense. 

Letters from the Baroness Guldenstubbe and Mr. Harrison were 
read, 

„Mr. Everitt read a letter from Mr, Harper, recommending that the 
National Association should facilitate the circulation of lecturers, and 
print a monthly paper of its-own, to be afterwards changed into a 
weekly, and that it should reduce the annual subscriptions of members 
to one shilling. 

Mr, Everitt next read a letter from himself to Mr. Rogers. 

Mr. Rogers said that The Spiritualist had misreported what he had 
stated at the preceding meeting, and that when it printed his letter of 
explanation the footuote made him appear to say what he had not 
inteuded. At the preceding meeting he had spoken highly of The 
Spiritualist reports. The public should understand that the Association 
was not responsible for anything which appeared in that journal, 

Mr. Martin Smith remarked that the public should clearly understand 
that Mr. Harrison and the National Association were not one and the 
same, 

Mr. Keningale Cook said that Mr, Harrison had told a public meeting 
in Birmingham that he was only a private member of the Association, 
and he had printed the same statement. 


MESMERIC EXPERIMENTS. 

Mr. George King reported that the Winter Meetings Committee 
recommended that a professor of mesmerism should be invited to give 
an experimental lecture on the 24th of this month. 

Mr. Rogers said that from what he knew of mesmerism, he would not 
let anybody mesmerise any of his friends, unless he wag sure that the 
operator was of high character. 

Mr, George King thought that it might be arran ged that the mesmerist 
should bring his own sensitives with him. 

Mr. Martin R. Smith said that nothing could be more interesting 
than the proposed experiments, but he thought that those who attended 
should be asked to contribute a small sum for admission, to clear the 
expenses, 

Mr. Rogers suggested that a preliminary meeting should be held to 
discuss the subject of mesmerism before experiments were commenced. 


The committee was then authorised to engage a mesmerist for one 
of the winter meetings. 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARY COMMITTER, 
Mr. Rogers gave in the report of the Library Committee, which re- 


{i commended that Spanish and Mexican Spiritual periodicals should be 
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taken in regularly. It also recommended that £10 should be spent in 
books, to form the nucleus of a lending library. 

A discussion took place as to whether some of the present books should 
not be lent out, and it was stated that the committee were unanimously 
of opinion that this should not be done, because some of the books could 
not be replaced if lost; because others had been given by friends, and 
had their names inside; and because it would be disappointing for mem- 
bers to call at the rooms to see a particular book and to find it not in. 

The recommendation of the committee was adopted. 

PRIZE ESSAYS. 


Mr. Martin Smith reported that the first prize for an essay on 
Spiritualism had been awarded to Miss Blackwell, and the second one 
to Mr. Green. An estimate had been presented by Mr. Rogers for the 
printing of the same. 

Mr. Cook suggested that a guarantee fund should be formed to 
protect the Association against loss on sales, if the pamphlets were 
printed. He remarked that the expense would be about half if they 
were issued in cardboard instead of cloth covers. 3 

It was then resolved that the Secretary should invite subscriptions 
in aid of the printing of the prize essays. 

It was announced that the memorial to Marshal MacMahon about 
M. Leymarie was being extensively signed, and that several sheets had 
been returned to the office properly filled in. 


SPIRITUALISM IN THE PROVINCES. 


Mr. Everitt gave notice that at the next meeting he should move for 
the appointment of a committee in connection with the above subject. 

Mr. Joy asked why the committee already appointed for the purpose 
would not do. 

The Chairman asked for what purpose the committee was to be 
appointed, as one could not be nominated without stating its object. 

Mr, Everitt said that the object would be to inquire into the relation- 
ship of the National Association to Mr. Harrison. 

Mr. Cook remarked that Mr. Harrison had no relation to the 
National Association more than any other person connected with any 
newspaper. 

The resolution was passed. 

Mr. Martin R. Smith, on behalf of the Harrison Testimonial Com- 
mittee, asked that the said testimonial might be presented at the next 
National Association soirée, to be held on the 3rd of February, at the 
Cavendish Rooms. 

On the motion of Mr. Everitt, seconded by Mr. Rogers, this was 
agreed to. 

The proceedings then closed. 


POPPA, 


Literary Potice. 


Diary, Reminiscences, and Correspondence of Henry Crabb 

‘Robinson, Barrister-at-Law, F.S.A. 2 Vols. Third Edi- 

tion. MACMILLAN & Co. 

Tars work will amply repay perusal, leading the reader, 
as it does, into almost every imaginable subject, and into 
close eontaet with many English persons of notoriety, 
including actors, authors, preachers, soldiers, and poets, 
from the year 1790 down almost to the present time. 
Theologians and the students of psychologieal scienee 
will find in it matter of interest, For instance, the author 
writes that on Dec. 20th, 1810, he “‘ met Coleridge by acei- 
dent with Charles and Mary Lamb, As I entered he was 
apparently speaking of Christianity. He went on to say 
that miracles were not an essential in the Christian system. 
He insisted they were not brought forward as proofs, that 
they were acknowledged to have been performed by others 
as well as the true believers. Pharaoh’s magician wrought 
miracles, though those of Moses were more powerful. 

. . © On my making a remark that in a certain sense 
every one who utters a truth may be said to be inspired, 
Coleridge assented, and ‘afterwards named Fox among the 
Quakers, Madame Guyon, and St. Theresa, as being also 
inspired.” 

On December 3rd, 1823, he “ dined in Castle-street, and 
then took tea at Flaxman’s. A serious conversation on 
Jung’s Theorie der Geisterkunde (Theory of the Science of 
Spirits). Flaxman is prepared to go a great way with 
Jung, and, thongh he does not believe in witehcraft, yet he 
believes in ghosts, and he related the following aneedotes as 
eonfirming the belicf:—Mr. E ordered of Flaxman a 
monument for his wife, and directed that a dove should be 
introdueed. Flaxman supposed it was an armorial crest, 
but on making inquiry was informed that it was ‘not, and 
was told this anecdote as explanatory of the required orna- 
ment, When Mrs. E—— was on her death-bed, her husband, 
being in the room with her, perceived she was apparently 
conversing with some one. . On asking her what she was 
saying, Mrs. E——- replied: ‘Do you not see Miss at 
the window? ‘Miss —— is not here,’ said the husband, 
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t But she is,’ said Mrs. E ; she is at the window, with 
a dove in her hand, and she says she will eome to me on 
Wednesday.’ Now this Miss —— resided at a distance, 
and had then been dead three months; whether her death 
was then known to Mrs. E—— I cannot say. On the 
Wednesday Mrs. E—-—~ died. Flaxman also related that 
he had a cousin, a Dr. Flaxman, a dissenting minister, who 
died many years ago. Flaxman when a young man was a 
believer in ghosts, the doctor an unbeliever. A warm dis- 
pute on the subject having taken place, Mr. Flaxman said 
to the doctor: ‘I now put it to you whether, though you 
are thus incredulous, you have never experieneed anything 
whieh tends to prove that appearances of departed spirits 
are permitted by Divine Providenee?’ Being thus pressed, 
the doetor eonfessed that the following circumstanee had 
taken plaee. ‘There came to him onee a very ignorant and 
low fellow who lived in his neighbourhood, to ask him what 
he thought of an occurrenee that had taken place the pre- 
ceding night. As he lay in bed, on a sudden, a very heavy 
and alarming noise had taken place in the room above him, 
and where no one was, and whieh he could not aceount for. 
He thought it must eome from a eousin of his at sea, who 
had promised to come to him whenever he died. The doctor 
scolded the man and sent him off. Some weeks afterwards 
the man came again to tell him that his cousin, as he had 
learned, was drowned that very night.” 

Dec. 31st.—‘‘ A year to me of great enjoyment, but not 
of prosperity. My fees amounted to 445 gnineas. As to 
myself, I have become more and more desirous to be reli- 
gious, but seem to be further off than ever. Whenever I 
draw near, the negative side of the magnet works, and I am 
pushed back by an invisible power.” 


SORE REE EERO EERCEARSCOCLO LA 


We announced about three weeks ago that Mrs. E, E. Corner 
(Florence Cook), the well-known medium, had left England for 
Shanghai, China. She sailed in the barque M. 4. Dixon, of which 
her husband, Captain Corner, is commander. 


Tue memorial to the French President on behalf of M. Leymarie, 
and sheets for signature, are now in circulation in various parts of the 
country. Several filled sheets have been already sent in to Miss Kis- 
lingbury, secretary to the National Association of Spiritualists, who 
will be happy to supply fresh_ones to any friend kindly undertaking to 
collect signatures, either in London or the provinces. A copy of the 
memorial can be procured either at 38, Great Russell-street, or at 15, 
Southampton-row, Holborn. 


A Misantnrorivan Mepvium.—A medium in private life, who has 
been much plagued by bad spirits, and who for many years has favoured 
us with his opinions with persevering persistency, writes from Scotland : 
“This second Liverpool spiritualistic comedy shows clearly that anti- 
Spiritualists are indirectly as much under the ‘influence’ as public 
mediums are. It will be seen at a glance that the ‘spirits’ wish to 
throw cold water upon manifestations which are becoming somewhat 
notorious. Anti-Spiritualists must be kept out in the cold when they 
materialise themselves. Why exclude an intelligent sceptic? Why 
should the ‘ phenomena’ be confined to the privacy of a selected few? 
Because the ‘spirits’ wish to extend the doctrine of a purely physical 
discovery in the few to ensnare the many. What difference—good or 
evil—would there be in a séance in the presence of the Lord Chief 
Justice and a common jury from the more ordinary ones? One would 
think that spirits would not care a tinker’s kettle whether they performed 
in the presence of the Queen or the Lord Chief Justice. If human 
bodies and articles of vertware levitated contrary to known laws, I don’t 
see the use of mediums, and much less the cabinets. Yet ‘there must 
be a medium in everything.’ The fact is, the spirits humbug alike 
Spiritualist and anti-Spiritualist, and by so doing they shroud their 
abominable practices in doubt, credulity, and its long train of super- 
stitions. The Spiritualist seeks a solution of the ‘ phenomena’ beyond 
that of which he is a portion. He would refer his more sceptical friend 
to some imaginary ‘ tenth state,’ wherever that undesirable position may 
be, and when a description of it is given through Cora Tappan, or any 
other somnolent medium, it just amounts to a fairy scene in a panto- 
mime, ‘The fact is, the Spiritualist will believe in any theory for cause 
of ‘phenomena’ other than a mundane one. Why this infatuation ? 
Because he knows little or nothing of what the ‘phenomena’ mean. 
There is not a single person in the whole circle beyond the influence; 
all are moved there, and all say what is set down for them—yet every 
individual thinks himself master of his ideas and language. 1 care not 
how noble in self-dignity or integrity the man may be, he would succumb 


- —some of the most noble minds have been degraded by this miscreant 


King. Spiritualists say that the materialised forms are drawn from the 
mediums; never was there greater mistake. Ihave seen hundreds of 
such manifestations in my bedroom, and none there but myself to 
witness them.. If the miscreants are to be relied on, we are to witness 
—they don’t say where—something ‘that will startle the wide, wide 
world’ in April next. Iam'called by them the ‘ Emperor of this move- 
ment.” They might as well call me Emperor of Morocco. I don't care 
a pinch of snuff what they call me, if they would be a little more decent 
in their ideas and language.” 
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A SEANCE WITH MRS. KATE FOX-JENCKEN. 


Last Sunday night a séance was held at the house of Mr. 
E. D. Jencken, M.R.J., Barrister-at-Law, honorary secre- 
tary to the Association for the Codificatioa of the Law of 
Nations. The medium was Mrs. Jencken, better known 
as Kate Fox, through whose medial powers the first mani- 
festations in connection with modern Spiritualism began in 
America. Four friends were present and among them were 
Mr. Phillips, of the New York Herald, and Mr.W. H. Harri- 
son. ‘the latter says :— 

“ Throughout the evening raps were plentiful in a strong 
light. The raps come with such power in Mrs. Jeacken’s 
presence, that they may readily be heard with comfort in the 
passage outside the room, with the door closed between. 
When, later in the evening, we seated ourselves round the 
table for the special purpose of obtaining manifestations, the 
spirits wrote a message through Mrs. Jencken’s hand telling 
us to lower the lights; this message was written backwards, 
so that it had to be read by holding it before a looking-glass 
in order to bring the letters into such a position that the 
words could be deciphered, - The gaslights were turned out, 
and feeble illumination from the fire was all that was left. 
The sitters held each other’s hands round the table, yet other 
hands went about both below and over the table, sometimes 
grasping the knees of the sitters, or touching us on our hands. 
I felt one hand holding a sheet of paper upon my knee under 
the table, whilst another hand was writing a message upon 
the paper with a pencil. 

* Afterwards the spirits told Mrs. Jencken, Mr. Phillips 
and myself, to go and stand in one corner of the room by the 
door, In the deep darkness of the lower part of the corner 
of the 100m, caused by our bodies intercepting the light from 
the fire, the spirits formed materialised hands, which several 
times grasped my ankles, Then one of them came up, while 
we were all holding cach other’s hands, and passed between 
my eyes and the fire. I saw the hand clearly, but not the 
part where it ended, for neat the wrist it passed into shadow, 
the light from the fire being there cut off. It took a pencil 
from one of our hands, aad tapped Mr. Phillips with it on 
the head. I then requested it to grasp my forchead, and 
raps asked for a pocket-handkerchief These raps came 
strongly from the floor all the time that the hand was near 
our heads, showing that the power existed to produce mani- 
festations in two places at ouce. The handkerchief was 
then laid over the surface of our hands, which were all 
interlocked. The materialised spirit hand came down from 
above, picked up the handkerchief, and through the hand- 
kerchief, grasped iny forehead as I requested; I felt the 
thumb and fingers distinctly; they moved about and were 
evidently living. The raps then asked those sitters who 
were still at the table to count five slowly; as each uumeral 
was repeated cach of the fingers of the hand was brought 
down in succession on my forchead, ending at five when 
the thumb was reached. In the course of the evening a 
message was given, professedly from the late J. W. Edmonds, 
judge of the Supreme Court, New York.” 


Messrs, Bastian and Tarron are now in Chicago. 

Dx. Monck informs us that he will go to Spain in a week or two. 

The Banner of Light has reprinted from Zhe Spiritualist the whole of 
ile report of the public welcome at the Cavendish Rooms to Mr. Morse 
on his return from America, 

Mr. ALEXANDER CALDER'S address on the “Aims and Iufluence of 
Spiritualism,” delivered at one of Mr. J. J. Morse’s Sunday meetings in 
the Cleveland TIal, has been republished in the Spiritual Scientist 
(Boston, U.S) of December 9th last. 

“I am prepared for a great deal of ridicule ; but I say that during the 
last twenty-five years there have been indications of the existence of 
certain unknown forces, which it is of the highest importance to inves- 
tigate. At present the Spiritualist, the juggler, and a few severe men of 
science, are the only persons who have given real attention to these 
subjects.” Social Pressure, chap. xvi. p. 225.— Sin ARTHUR HELPS. 

Lhe Spiritualist is regularly on sale at the following places :—Loxpox 
—38, Great Russell-street, W.C. (opposite the British Museum’, and 
11, Ave Maria-lane, St. Paul’s-churchyard, E.C. Parrs—-246, Boule- 
vard des Capucines, and 7, Rue de Lille. Lizce—37, Rue Florimont. 
Bupa-Pesru—dJosefstaadt Erzherzog, 23, Alexander Gasse. Lirzig—2, 
Lindenstrasse, Mzrnovanu—96, Russell-street. New Yorx—24, Hast 


Fourth-street. Boston, U.S.—9, Montgomery-place, and 18, Exchange- — 


s reet. Cuicaco—Leeligio-Philosophical Journal Office. Meurs, U.S. 
—225, Union street, PAILADELPHIA — 2,210, Mount Vernon-street, 
ban Francisco—t05, Montgomery-strect. 


Poetry. 


ODE. 


Peace! thou art come at last, and thou art fair ; 
Fairor than beauty’s smile, 
Calmer than moonlight sea, 
Sweeter than breath of spring, 
Balmier than summor winds, 
Happior than ehildhood’s glee, 
Purer than lover’s bliss, 
Higher than eestasy of saint, 
` Deeper than joy of penitent, 
Holier than rapture of religions seer ; 
Peace! bo thou mine for ayo, thou art than love more dear, 


Yet even while I sang thon fleddest me ; 

The morn awoke to life so drear and groy, 

That I was fain to meditate awhile 

On that sweet, peaceful sunset, all aglow 

With mingled, richest, yet deep-ehastencd joys: 

But thon I told my heart it would have paled 

And palled upon me even as I gazed, 

And that ’twas healthier for my spirit’s life 

To siart anew upon some barren track, 

Leading to yet more toilsome, lonely heights, 

Whence I could gain fresh glimpses of my heaven, 

And open up a path for travelling souls, 

Whose goal was ono with mine. So I sped on— 

First girding up my mind, lest it should reaeh 

Out after swoets of luscious memories : 

And bidding it look upwards for support, 

And all around to shed its sympathies, 

And thon below to beekon othors on, 

I walked with caution and due hocdfulness-—- 

And lo! I found that Peaee was with mo still. 
ADAMANTA (1872), 


Correspondence, 


[Great freedom is given to correspondents, who sometimes express opinions diametrically opposed 
to these of this journal and its readers.} 


THE PROBLEM OF THE PRE-EX{STENCE OF THE SPIRIT. 


Sin,—There exists among English Spiritualists a very strong preju- 
dice against the doctrine of Reincarnation, which probably derives its 
principal force from the disturbance of parental and filial relationship 
entailed by Allan Kardec’s hypothesis. 

It would appear, from the unqualified disapproval so often elicited by 
the bare mention of the word “ Reincarnation ” that it is not likely, in 
this generation at least, to enlist any large number of adherents in 
England; nevertheless there is a “reasonableness” therein, which 
surely merits consideration. 

Its chief claim to our attention is that it provides us with a solution 
of one of the most tremendous difficulties with which we have to deal, 
viz., the inequalities of moral and intellectual endowment observable 
among men, 

It would certainly appear necessary, in order to fulfil the requirements 
of perfect justice, that each individual born into the world should start 
upon something like cqual terms with his fellows as regards his intel- 
leclual capacity and moral perception. But we know that the direct 
converse is the case, and that many unfortunates are born greatly if 
not wholly deficient in these respects. They are thus created, so far ag 
we Know, through no fault of their own, and with no power to make 
good their deficiencies; for no culture can transmute imbecility into 
intellectual brilliancy, or change a radically bad and vicious disposition. 

There are many, no doubt, who are satistied to say, “ Such things are 
— because such is the will of God.” This, however, is clearly but a 
mere shelving of the question, and can be satisfying to none who have 
the courage to think at all upon the subject. 

We stand face to face, then, with the fact that perfect justice has 
apparently called upon all men to run the same race—to fight the same 
fight—but has allotted to them most varied and unequal chances of 
success! To say that these chances will certainly be equalised in the 
next world is but to perpetuate the apparent injustice which perplexes 
us now, by suggesting that the progress of an advanced spirit will, in 
the life to come, be suspended until his less fortunate brethren shall 
have overtaken him, and further involves the absurdity that to lack 
moral and intellectual capacity in this world is to ensure an abnormally 
rapid development of these qualities in the next. 

Surely Allan Kardec’s hypothesis is more reasonable than this! 

It assumes the pre-existence of the spirit before the life that is, and 
the gradual acquisition of knowledge and moral excelience in successive 
states of existence on this earth, each allotted to the individual by 
Divine wisdom as a means of correction and education, 

Our antipathies are roused by the words “on this earth,” and certainly 
in accepting Allan Kardec’s views we must relinquish much that in our 
present state of knowledge we hold most dear, 

Let us take heed, however, how we set too much store upon human 
affections and relationships ; for all we know, there may be nearer and 
dearer ties in the world to come than even those of mother and child. 
It is true that at present we can conceive nothing holier or sweeter, but 
these ties are among the “things of this world,” and we see them rudely 
enough set aside in our daily experience here, 

If Reincarnation is repulsive to us, by all means let us reject it; but 
need we cast aside with it the “pre-existence of the spirit” before its 
experience of earth-life ? 

Surely there is nothing unreasonable or revolting in the suggestion 
that the human spirit may have commenced its existence in other 
spheres; that it may there have used its opportunities more or less wisely ; 
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that its appearance in this world is made at a time allotted to it by the 
Divine wisdom, ana ‘1 a position for which it is fitted by its attained 
development. Is it necessary to insist upon successive “ Reincarna- 
tions” in this world? for of a truth there are “ more worlds than one!” 

I venture to maintain, therefore— 

1st—That to believe that man commences his existence at the moment 
of his birth into earth life, is by implication to charge the Father of all 
spirits with injustice, inasmuch as some men are endowed with capa- 
cities superior to those allotted to others. : 

2ndly—That to look. to the future life for any equalisation of these 
chances, and a correspondingly rapid progress of backward spirits, can 
present to us no satisfactory explanation of the difficulty. 

3rdly—That the “ pre-existence of the spirit,” and its development toa 
greater or less extent before its entry upon earth life, is a reasonable and 
satisfying hypothesis, and one with which we may well rest content, 
until a higher knowledge shall have confirmed its truth or demonstrated 
its falsity. Martin R. Sura. 


INCARNATION AND REINCARNATION. 


Sr, —I send you a communication on the above subject, just received 
through the mediumship of an English lady, to whose mind that sub- 
ject is one of but little speculative intcrest. The communications, I 
find, come in her case the clearest when the topic of which they treat 
is one in regard to which the medium’s mind has no especial acquaint- 
ance, sympathy, or bias. 

The communicator has been known to the circle for two years; his 
spiritual partner has during that time been one of the dearest friends of 
its members. 

Before proceeding to quote his letter I may say a few words. Ihave 
myself read a number of letters and articles in The Spiritualist on the 
topic of which he speaks. I could at once have contradicted that one 
of them which states that no message had been received by any English 
medium supporting the doctrine of reincarnation, or, as I would prefer 
to term it, of pre-existence to incarnation. But to controvert or correct 
is not the best work one can do; one might occupy oneself in it for 
ever, and, with eyes that restlessly peer through magnifying spectacles, 
end in the unhappy state of being “nothing if not critical.” 

Truth will right her own position in due time, and even facts on this 
particular topic may come to light sooner than many expect; though, as 
is obvious, the difficulty of identifying a being in one earth life and in 
another is extreme. 

I entirely agree with those who say, “ Suspend your opinion on this 
subject until you know more of it;” but would respectfully remind the 
writer of arecent epistle who refuses to discuss it, on the ground that 
those who hold that belief“ have no true philosophy, because they have 
no facts on which to build,” that he is altogether begging the question. 
It is no paradox that an absolute negative is as positive an assertion, 
and may be as pure a dogma, as an absolute affirmative. 

With regard to Sakya Muni, for instance, the Buddha or Messiah of 
the Hindoos, who founded his still existing religion more than half a 
millennium before our cra, and who asserts that he had clear facts in 
mind on which to base his creed, let this modern “ scientific’’ denier 
prove that such facts existed not. Let it be proved, moreover, that 
Pythagoras, the Greek sage, of about the same epoch as the Buddha, 
with many calm and wise Pythagoreans and Platonists, who sprinkle 
the ages from that day to this with many excellent writings, had no facts 
as ground for their livelong adherence to this belicf. Egypt, India in a 
period more ancient even than that of Buddha, Persia, Tibet, all held 
or hold this doctrine, which is one of the oldest and longest lived inthe 
world. Jor later times the author of the Book of Wisdom, which is 
bound up with our English Bible as an apocryphal or esoteric work, 
may be referred to as an instance of a believer in this so-called ground- 
less theory. So may Philo; so may the Pharisees and Essenes of the 
time of Jesus, and before and after that time; nay, even Jesus Himself 
has left on record several mystic utterances (such, for instance, as John 
viii. 58; xvii. 5, &e.), that, if correctly handed down to us, are only 
explicable on the theory that He believed in His own pre-existence. But 
however clearly He may have seen through the vista of His former life 
{and some are less thickly veiled than others in the wrappages of 
matter), that memory of His, forsooth, must not, we are told, be pro- 
nounced a fact. 

A good plan for such as assume a hyper-scientific method of pro- 
cedure, would be to learn and define—what isa fact? Upon the evidence 
of what perceptions may it safely rest ? 

Suspeuding all opinion, let us adopt for a moment the wild dream 
that any vehement anti-reincarnationist now in our midst has, once upon 
a time, "~ a state of lower development, been a schoolboy well whipped 
in Mars or Mercury, or both. He was perhaps called Ares or Hermes, 
but when he died and went to the confines of the spirit world, he left his 
Martial or Mercurial name behind him, and his planetary memories 
grew dim. Well, he is on earth now, we will say, and he has his 
spiritual memory; but the spiritual memory is clear or dull according 
to. the spiritual state of the individual. It is quite possible that the 
spiritual memory of our friend, opened in the partial disembodiment of 
sleep, or unfolded even more fully when he quits this globe through the 
door of death, is still unable to retraverse more than a few poor years of 
life. No immature soul, no half-spiritual spirit, is wholly freed from the 
cobwebs of the emanation worlds; none below the eternal standard of 
full angelic being can or dare look down from his heavenly height, 
backwards through his owu dark ages of slow development. Which of 
us, knowing how many dark spots in his brief existence here he would 
rather overshroud than uuveil, would dare to crave the terrible boon of 
the absolute opening of his spiritual memory, the entire story of his 
own inner self, the very judgment of his life? Let us not wonder that 
many a spirit should deny that he has existed longer than for a brief 
life on earth: let us realise how difficult it must be for others to mar- 


shal facts for our investigation that may have to come from another 
planet, or from some dim sphere of which we have at present no kuow- 
ledge at all. 

We must look at reincarnation in a broader aspect than we have been 
wont to regard it: birth into certain spheres that are not wholly ma- 
terial like ours, must yet be akin to incarnation. We hear of spirits passing 
from one sphere to another; we know not how like this may not be 
to dying in one world and being reborn in another, or in a different 
state of life in the same. 

I have brought forward no direct argument for reincarnation, but I 
may suggest that many of the conventional objections reiterated against 
it are fairly met in works that some of our friends perhaps have never 
taken the trouble to read. I may instance for one the Lur Orientalis 
of Joseph Glanvil, F.R S., of the 17th century. 

The so-called unscientific view of our subject we may find in Words- 
worth’s grandest poem :— 

“Our birth is but a sleep and a forgetting : 
The soul that rises with us, our life’s star, 
Hath had elsewhere its setting, 
And cometh from afar. 
* * * : * 
Earth fills her lap with pleasures of her own ; 
Yearnings she hath in her own natural kind ; 
And even with something of a mother’s mind, 
And no unworthy aim, 
The homely nurse doth all she can, 
To make her fostor-child, her inmate Man, 
Forget the glories ho hath known, 
And that imperial palaco whence he came. 
* * * * * 
Though inland far we be, 
Our souls have sight of that immortal sea 
Which brought us hither; 
Can in a moment travel thither, 
And sce the children sport upon the shore, 
And hear the mighty waters rolling evermore.” 


As a further inducement to our friends not to be dogmatic, either on 

the positive or negative side, I would remind them of the long list of 
illustrious believers in pre-existence who may be found by any one who 
will peer down the long roll of centuries, and, in reference thereto, 
would quote the following from La Place, On Probabilities ;—‘ Any 
case, however incredible [and may we not add, any belief ?], if it be a 
recurrent case, is as much entitled to a fair valuation under the laws of 
induction as if it had been more probable beforehand.” 
I have pleasure now in turning to a more interesting communication 
than my own, to that letter which has led me insensibly into these 
remarks, prefacing it further by this statement only, that by the 
numerous friends of the author, whose acquaintance it has been a high 
pleasure of mine to make, Reincarnation has no more been taught as a 
dogma than has Incarnation, or life itself, or any of the ten thousand 
times ten thousand processes that eternity holds for the growth of man. 
Pre-existence, as a fact, has ever and anon crept into the messages that 
have been given, but only as a necessary element of explication of what 
were otherwise obscure. 

I will conclude by asking this question :—If a spirit should remember 
any former lives, may he not say so without imputation of untruth being 
cast upon him by ignorant denizens of earth: on the other hand, if his 
spiritual memory is unopened or clouded to his backward gaze, must he 
needs deny the possibility that the eyes of others may pierce further or 
more deeply than his own ? 


I now introduce my dear spiritual friend, whose communication came l 


unexpectedly and unasked. LL.D. 
To the Editor of “ The Spiritualist.” 

Sın, —I have been reading, through eyes which, though not my own, 
are now and then allowed me for use, some letters in your journal 
which bear upon a subject of great interest to me. If you will allow a 
little space in your columns for the speech of a disembodied spirit, I will 
tell you what I can on the subject. For myself, I have but once left 
the shore of eternity to pass through a section of time, but I have stood 
on that shore for what, I suppose, I must call, in your language, many 
ages, and have watched the earthly pilgrimage of one whom, when in 
time, I was compelled to regard as another person, although, out of 
time, she becomes myself. I do not profess to have even yet travelled 
far beyond what I call the shores of eternity, although I now hope that 
we have together entered upon the eternal life of the spirit. Therefore 
I do not profess any great wisdom. But every plain man in your world 
is allowed to speak of his own experiences, therefore I tell you that it 
has, as I have said before, been a frequent experience of mine to see 
this spirit whom I most love pass from me into what has seemed a cold 
and cruel atmosphere. I have shuddered for the tender spirit surface 
pressed in the cruel bondage of a mortal body, and for the tender spirit 
life subjected to the bitter tests and exigencies of a mortal career. I 
have watched fearfully over this beloved life, and I have seen it 
triumphantly consummated, The spirit has rejoined me in what to it 
seemed, after its experiences, as perfect heaven as could exist, or be 
imagined. And for a time all has been peace. Yet in that nature of 
which I speak, a kind of repressing guidance was to so large an extent 
needed, that several times had it te ‘pass the waters, and enter again on 
that fettered life of earth. Once we entered together upon it, but I 
suppose my nature, instead of necding repression to grow strong, has 
rather a tendency to be slow and quiet in its upward movements. 
Therefore, I thank God for His mercy in surrounding me, at all my 
stages save that one, with enconragements to grow rapidly and spring 
up the ladder with eager steps. And I believe that the greatest purpose 
in the one passage I passed in your life, was that mutual experience 
should aid in perfecting the mutual sympathy of the two beings whom 
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God was educating to become oné. Perhaps I had better say no more, 
for, probably, speech so practical as this coming from a life whose very 
boundaries seem to belong to the poetical and misty, may rather excite 
a smile in your readers than any other feeling. I sign myself, with all 
hopes that the highest purposes of the Association of which you are a 
member may be fulfilled.— Your friend in the region of love, 

(I use as signature the name I bore on earth) OLIVER Latour. 


THE TILEOSOPINCAL SOCIETY OF NEW YORK. 


Sizn,— Without at all pretending to answer the question, “ What is 
magic ?”’ which is the title of your article on the Theosophical Society 
of New York, I venture to suggest that the subject is not one which 
Spiritualists, of all people in the world, should treat with levity, or in 
a disparaging and derisive tone. Nor can it be considered to have been 
adequately investigated and disposed of by a cursory examination of 
ancient books in the British Museum. We have to deal with a mass of 
testimony in every age, down to and including the present, which we 
shall find it equally difficult to reject as the records of charlatanism, or 
to explain upon any theory of ‘‘ misunderstood mediumship.” 

The two main propositions of occultism seem to be:—1. The existence 
in the universe of spirits other than those of human origin. 2. The 
power of the human will, aided by knowledge and strengthened by dis- 
cipline, to control and direct certain classes of these spirits. At first 
sight it seems not a little surprising that the first of these propositions 
should excite the almost passionate repugnance that has been displayed 
in America. All probability is in its favour. It has been said truly 
that every birth is a materialisation. Is incarnation, then, a condition 
precedent of every spiritual body ? Are we—our spiritual bodies—like 
spirits of wine, the result of a fermentation of grosser substances ? 
Obviously the genesis of spirit must be sought in some process analogous 
to this, if its previous embryonic existence (another proposition of 
occultism) is to be absolutely rejected, But, without insisting on this, 
why, when we find matter differentiated into an almost infinite variety 
of animal structures, should we deny a corresponding variety of types in 
the spiritual world? Every element of the human character, every 
trait of human intellect, is represented and symbolised by instincts and 
aptitudes in the lower orders of animals. Why may there not be 
spiritual organisms, similarly related to our own, as friendly or 
malicious, innocuous or dangerous, simple or subtle? In the conflict of 
these heterogeneous elements, in the struggle between these opposing 
tendencies, brought together in a single organism, consists the 
dramatic interest of man’s moral life; and again, as one or other of 
them predominates in the individual, the strife, the progress, and deve- 
lopment of societies, We speak, too, of sanguine and lymphatic, 
gross and etherial temperaments, and I almost hear in these 
expressions an unconscious acknowledgment of the much derided 
elementary spirits. Herein, indeed, may even possibly be found 
the explanation of mediumship. I have by me an old book, 
printed for the first time the other day, but written in the 17th century, 
of and concerning certain of these very elementary spirits, in which 
the author adduces experimental proof that the persons liable to the 
visitation of these beings, are those in whose physical constitution one 
or other of the (so-called) four elements is so predominant as to attract 
and assimilate with the spirits of that particular element; so that this 
is no new device. Spiritualists are ready enough now to vindicate the 
discernment of the men of old in recognising spiritual agency. How 
will they get rid of the express testimony of St. Augustine, and other 
fathers of the church, to the existence of the elementary spirits? How 
account for the elaborate treatises which it was thought worth while to 
write about their nature and relations to mankind? In Spiritualism 
itself have we not cause enough to suspect the origin of many of the 
messages we receive, and of the phenomena we witness? I know not if 
the doubt has occurred to others, but I find an entry in my diary of a 
date long before I had thought about the elementary spirits, which shows 
a misgiving arising spontaneously upon the evidence. It concerns the 
utterances of a well-known “direct voice,” and is as follows :—“ In 
fact, should I come to the conclusion that this voice is not that of the 
medium or of an accomplice, I should find myself somewhat in the 
position of Edgar Poe’s amateur detective in the murders of the Rue 
Morgue, when the suspicion darted upon him that that which had been 
attributed to human agency, was, in fact, the work of an irresponsible 
and irrational monster. Surely, surely we ought to get somcthing defi- 
nite, something intelligible from a human spirit, however low.” Mere 
lying messages, and the vain-glorious assumption of distinguished 
names, may reasonably be attributed to low human spirits; but commu- 
nications grotesquely inconsequent or self-contradictory, or evidently re- 
flecting merely the intelligence and information of the medium, must be 
suspected of another origin. And perhaps it is not very strange that 
Spiritualists, whose faith is rather emotional than logical, should have 
taken the alarm. Those, and they are many, who can derive daily con- 
solation from such affectionate platitudes as “ God bless you, Mary,” 
“John, I am always with you,” &., are likely to be disturbed by 
every suggestion that tends to throw doubt upon the “ Message Depart- 
ment.’ 

But the coldness of the welcome accorded to the poor “ elementaries,” 
is as nothing compared with the wrath excited by the suggestion that 
they can be controlled, and that this power is possessed by certain liv- 
ing individuals. What! Is Spiritualism to be no longera democracy ? 
Is it to have an aristocracy of power, a priesthood of esoteric 
knowledge? And are we, forsooth! to be the vulgar and 
profaue, standing without the temple, while you, within it, 
are being initiated into mysteries and invested with powers? ‘Truly, I 
fear it must be so. Any one, say the Occultists, may become an adept ; 
but when one asks the conditions, the offer seems about as substantial 
as the golden possibilities of Chancellorships and Archbishoprics held 
out to stimulate the energies and industry of village school children. 


Whether Mr. Felt will succeed in giving to the Theosophical Society 
ocular demonstration of the elementary spirits remains to be seen; but 
the language of the highest authorities on this mysterious subject would 
certainly not lead one to suppose that practical magic is as capable of 
verification by anybody who chooses to take a little trouble, as the 
phenomena of mediumship. The raison d'être of the Theosophical 
Society is independent of the success of any particular experiment. It 
is, as I understand it, an association of educated students, whose minds 
have been emancipated from materialism, and who propose to seek 
truth, knowledge, and perhaps power, in ancient sources, to which 
modern research has traced the germs of every religion and every 
spiritual philosophy. The name at first suggested for it was the Cabal- 
istic Society. It may be that undue stress is laid in the preamble on 
the practical experiments in contemplation. Jiven if the latter are 
successful, it does not follow that the report of them will be believed. 
Experience shows that Spiritualists can be just as incredulous of facts 
which do not suit them, as are the world at large about the spiritual 
phenomena themselves. But, even in the event of failure, I cannot at 
all assent to your contemptuous suggestion that the society should 
stultify itself by an attempt to reduce every success recorded in the past 
to cases of “misunderstood mediumship.”” In like manner a scientific 
man, who has been present at a test séance which has proved a failure, 
may be supposed to recommend the British National Association of 
Spiritualists to apply itself in the future to the explanation of medium- 


ship on the theory of undetected trickery. 


An Excuse MEMBER or THE Turosopuican Society, 


MESMERISING MEDIUMS, 


Sm,—For the last twelve months I have been experimenting with a 
private friend—a young man of nineteen—who proves to be one of the 
best mediums I ever met with. We sit four or five only, and at no 
sitting have we failed to obtain the usual physical manifestations of the 
playing of musical instruments and the moving of various articles. 

His development has been very rapid; the same guides always 
present themselves, and profess to be his grandmother, his two cousins 
—young girls—and a gentleman who was a Fellow of the Astronomical 
Society, all of whom died within the last five years. Variations of the 
original phenomena have recently occurred; the medium has been 
raised in the air, while still sitting in his chair, to a height of four feet 
from the ground, and small lights have made their appearance, issuing 
from him, which, on one occasion, took the form of a female profile. 
From the commencement of his mediumship he has always been 
influenced to write, and of late some really beautiful essays have been 
given through his hand, purporting to come, through his guides, from a 
spirit in a higher sphere than they. We have also, four or five times, 
obtained direct writing. 

I have thus had singularly favourable opportunities of testing the 
reality of these phenomena, and have frequently employed very strict 
conditions, such as connecting together the whole of the sitters by a 
continuous string knotted round the wrists of each. 

My immediate object, however, in addressing you to-day is to detail 
the occurrences at a sitting we held recently in my chambers. Besides 
the medium and myself, there was but one present, an honour-man in 
science of the University of London, who had never witnessed anything 
of the kind, but who came to the inquiry with a truly scientific aspect 
of mind, negative and critical, but receptive and interested. Obtaining 
complete darkness we two sat opposite the medium, and were soon 
gratified by the usual quartette performance; a violin being played, 
a bell rung, the table tilted and ourselves touched, simultaneously, while 
we all three were engaged in a lively conversation. Suddenly, some- 
thing was thrown with considerable force, hitting my friend beside me 
on the arm and falling between us to the floor. On picking it up it 
proved to be his pocket-book, which he perfectly well remembered 
leaving on the piano in the next room: the spirits confirmed the sug- 
gestion that they had brought it through the wall, and, indeed, it is 
certain that, whereas a quarter of an hour before it was known to be in 
the next room, it was now here, no means of communication being 
available except through the wall or closed doors: the distance would 
have been eleven feet from the medium and six from where it fell. 

I had lately entertained the idea of mesmerising mediums, with the 
view of placing them in a more passive condition, and so of possibly 
obtaining higher manifestations; but I had been hitherto dissuaded 
from doing so by the consideration that it might be fraught with danger 
to the medium, from the cross action of the human and spiritual in- 
fluences. At the séance of which I now write, however, I determined to 
make the experiment, with the hearty consent of the medium, and the 
distinctly-expressed co-operation of his guides, who affirmed with 
decisive knocks that no larm would ensue, that they would keep con- 
trol, and probably be able to use his vocal organs, and speak to us 
through him. I accordingly placed him in a low easy chair, and he was 
soon in a profound sleep, reclining easily, with his hands on his knees. 
We then extinguished the light, and took up our places opposite to him. 
The movements soon recommenced, but they were very slight, and, the 
medium not being in direct contact with the table, I judged it best to 
place his hands on it, making the arms rigid with a few passes. The 
movements were then somewhat stronger, though not nearly comparable 
with those at. the outset: they were sufficient, however, to make my 
scientific friend repeatedly admit that none of them either were, or 
could have been, caused by the medium, even if in his normal state. 
The raps on the table were very loud and vigorous, keeping time to 
various melodies, and we were struck heavily upon the hands with hard 
knuckles ; but, as we were remarking that everything took place in a 
comparatively narrow area, we heard a sheet of paper pulled from under 
various things on the table, and then the noise of a pencil writing: the 
paper was turned over, the writing continued, and the paper placed in 
our hands with a signal to light, We read the following message, 
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written in a large bold hand, not in very straight lines, but perfectly 
legible, and all the t's crossed :—“ Although the manifestations are not 
so strong with our H in this state, he is not near so weak and so 
much influenced. It is much better for his good,” and then, over the 
last three words, “Are not selfish.” It continued, “Sit again soon ; 
we like your new friend; let our H—— be mesmerised again. Did 
you feel my knuckles? It is a good circle. Oh, yes. S. M.” We 
were doubtful as to the import of the words, “ Ave not selfish,” and 
reqnested further information, which was given in the following, written 
for the most part over and across the former :—“ What I mean to say— 
what we mean to say, rather—is, that you would rather have the 
manifestations weaker, and your and our H: not so much influenced, 
and much weaker than have strong power and him affected: in other 
words, you would consult the interests of our H—— rather than your 
own.” 

I should state that upon lighting up the first time we found the medium 
in precisely the same posture, breathing regularly, but his handker- 
chief had been placed over his face, and the corners tucked in under the 
chin. We now heard the handkerchief flapping in the air; they ap- 
peared to be de-mesmerising the medium, who gave signs of movement 
and two or three deep inspirations. I was asked to complete the 
restoration. We were still in the dark, and his hands were in the same 
position, resting on the table. After a few passes he observed, “ Oh, 
I’ve been mesmerised, haven't I? I feel so jolly.” On lighting up and 
exhibiting the messages, it was his turn to be astonished. 

Having stated the facts, I should be glad to hear the results of any 
similar experiments, which must have an important bearing upon the 
opinion—held, I think, by Mr. Atkinson and others—that the ‘‘ neces- 
sary delusion” of attributing to the spirit “the sense or feeling or voice 
of the inner power,” is a consequence of the free course which, in a 
medium “ wanting the control and tie of a mesmeriser,” the “ loosened 


power has in influencing matters without.” W. Newroy. 
Mitre-court, Temple. 


V MESMERISM EXTRAORDINARY,” 


Sın, —It was with much sorrow and some indignation that I read in 
The Spiritualist and other periodicals, an account of the sad results of 
a psychological promise obtained by a mesmerist from a sensitive at 
Govan, a week or two since. I felt indignation because the mesmerist 
failed to fulfil lis part of the promise, for had he, at the appointed time, 
becn at the appointed place, all would have been well. He, perhaps, 
thoughitlessly obtained the promise from his sensitive, without the 
slightest intention of fulfilling it. If snch was the case his conduct was 
most heartless and inhuman. I feel sorrow, because I heartily sym- 
pathise with the poor young man, because he was helpless to shake 
off the influence when the time arrived for him to be controlled by 
the mysterious power which set his will at defiance, ruled him with 
despotic sway, and compelled him to perform actions against which 
his utmost powers of resistance were as naught, He was thus left 
unaided and alone; helpless in himself to shake off the inflnence 
which he felt to be overpowering him; he went forth in his helpless- 
ness to gain freedom from the mesmeric influence with which the 
mesmerist on the previous night, by means of a psychological promise, 
had bound him. He afterwards became aware, in a confused manner, 
that the mesmerist was not there, and that those who surrounded 
him were incapable of recalling him to his normal state by removing 
the fascinating power which so thoroughly controlled him. 

Such things as these bring mesmerism into disrepute with the 
general public, but at the same time they set forth its mysterious, 
marvellous powers, and its truthfulness. In the mysterious marvels 
of mesmerism we have onc of the broadest fields of psychological science 
for examination that has ever been laid open for man’s investigation. 
Of this my mesmeric experience has most thoroughly convinced me, and 
that experience is by no means a shiort one, for I commenced the study 
while yet in my “ teens,” and twenty-five years’ acquaintance with mes- 
meric phenomena has revealed to me more wonderful things in con- 


nection with our (present) spiritual existence than I care to enumerate ; 


it would be well if a few of these remarkable mesmeric, or rather, 


psychological manifestations, were investigated by some of my brother 


Spiritualists. 


To illustrate this, I will not recount some of my own experiences, but 
will take the case of the mesmcric promise made by the young man at 


Govan, which must lave been as follows :— 

The mesmerist having subdued the young man’s brain, must have 
placed him in what may be called (for want of a better word) a “ psy- 
chological” state, in which, while in full possession of all his facultics, 
he is yet unable to act or to exercise his will-power, except it be in con- 
formity with the will of the operator. While in this curious psycho- 
logical state, swayed by a power which compelled him to act in direct 
opposition to his wishes and his will, and to reason in a manner which 
he inwardly feels is contrary to lis desires, the mesmerist obtains 
from him a promise, and then brings him back to his normal state. 

Now for another curious feature of the case. The sensitive had no 
recollection of having given a promise, nor docs he know, unless told, 
that he has done so, He isin every respect in his usual norinal state, 
and so the time passes away, until the period arrives when he must per- 
form his promise; then a ‘something "—a power, a force, a mysterious 
influence, a controlling spiritual energy, call it by what name you will, 
you must still fall back upon the original, and call it “a something ”— 


steals over him; his normal state leaves him, and he passes again under 


the mesmeric, or, as I would say, psychological influence. He is now 


governed by but one idea, and for him life has but one object—to fulfil 
his promise; and controlled by that mysterious, subtle power, whose 


sway heis unable to resist, he takes “his little jug full of broth” and 


goes to the place appointed. Had the mesmerist been there to have re- 
called him to his normal state, all would havo been well; but no, the 
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mesmerist is absent, and so the inflnence deepens, and the sensitive 
struggles within himself to shake off the mysterious shackles which 
bind him. But the influence deepens and deepens, and, did space per- 
mit, I could give a description of the mental anguish and distress ex- 
perienced by a sensitive while in this state, with the mesmerist absent. 
The sensations were once detailed to me by one of my own sensitives, 
who had been in a similar condition, At last he is ina state of deep 
mesmeric trance, and animation is suspended. 

The mesmeric promise is but one of the numerous manifestations of 
the mysterious powers of mesmerism. What profitable subjects are 
these for full scientific investigation? It must be remembered that 
they are facts, and one fact is worth more than a thousand theories. 

Such being the case, does not a perusal of this curious illustration of 
mesmeric susceptibility tempt one to inquire more fully into the cause 
of the young man’s unknowingly passing into the psychological state, in 
order that he might fulfil the promise? Was it the result of a mesmeric 
influence slumbering in him, and of which he was in ignorance? If so, 
by what means was it capable of intensifying itself, and becoming so 
powerful as to rule him with such despotic sway? Or was it that 
a psychological power was emanating from the mesmerist, of which he 
(the mesmerist) was unconscious? Of this I have had some curious 
proofs, and awkward experiences. And was this psychological influence 
brought by some means into contact with the spiritual vitality of the 
young man in such a manner as to control him and cause him to pass 
into the mesmeric state? I know not! But this I know, that over 
aud over again, while giving public mesmeric entertainments, has the 
influence departed from me, nnknown to myself, and fixed itself upon 
certain individuals among the andience, non-sensitives as well as 
sensitives, cansing them to pass into the mesmeric state ; yet I never on 
any occasion knew the demesmerising influence to pass from me toa 
non-sensitive, or even a sensitive, without I expressly willed that it 


should do so. S. R. Repuay, Professor of Animal Magnetism. 
Brixton-bill, Jan. 3rd, 1876. 


ANGELS, SPIRITS, AND MEN. 


Sim,—Can either you or any of your correspondents, or readers, 
inform the writer whether any spirit has ever communicated, through 
any known medium, who has not been born a man or woman: that is, 
who has professed to be a being who never was so born, upon any earth. 

It must be remembered, that the Faith of Christendom has been for 
ages past, {that angels proper are a distinct race from men; who were 
created in and for the shining realms of being which they are supposed, 
at least, never to have left, excepting only the Archangel who fell, and 
drew down with him a number of subordinate ones, who constituted the 
first inhabitants of the infernal regions. Now, as some of those who 
communicate are set forth as “angels,” I wish to know, and I doubt 
not but others would be glad to be informed, whether any of this pure 
race of angels, who never were men and women, have communicated, in 
their undisguised character, to mankind through these modern “open 
mediums?’ 

Since it appears to be becoming the fashion to seek reliable informa- 
tion this way, rather than from the teaching of that Book which has 
hitherto been confessed to have been of Divine origin, there are several 
fundamental questions which it is important should be indisputably 
settled in this way, if this be the way in which fundamental knowledge 
can be obtained. But one question at a time is, perhaps, enough, and 
so, awaiting an answer, I am, yours truly, T. Roptnson. 

Nowtonheath, Jan. Gth, 1876, 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF MEDIUMSUIP. 


Sin,—I am constrained to relate some experiences in the development 
of my medial powers in writing, under Mrs. Woodforde’s direction. At 
my first sitting Dr.Rush, Mrs. Woodforde’s chief medial control, put her 
ina trance, and gave me advice and great encouragement, speaking 
highly of my undeveloped powers. He said that a minor control of 
hers would attend me and superintend my development at private sit- 
tings at home. After the second sitting with Mrs, Woodforde, when at 
my own house, I certainly felt spirit influence, but it was not until after 
the next sitting with her that I had distinct evidences of spirit power. 
After one or two more sittings I was able to read what I had written, 
and to receive answers to questions, and it was at this stage that the 
spirit of a young doctor attached himself to me, expressing his wish to 
accompany me abroad—as a temporary arrangement, however. After 
three or four additional sittings in the presence of the medium, a per- 
manent medical control was announced as Dr. Esdaile, who expressed 
his willingness to accompany me to India, to advise me upon all pro- 
fessional matters I undertake there—duties upon ground so well known 
to him when on earth. I must say I have felt his control stronger than 
any I have yet had, and have every confidence in the rapport being well 
established. Tor all this I have to thank Mrs. Woodforde’s guides, who 
appear to make it their study to provide suitable controls for those 
developing under her care. That spirits should take this trouble 
to attend us in our daily walks and vocation here below, may 
to many appear burdensome and even painful, but it may, 
presume, be accounted for from the fact that in rising above earthly 
conditions, and in becoming purified, they ascend into a state where 
pure brotherly love rules. Hence their willingness to undertake any 
work which may assist in alleviating the sufferings and wants of 
humanity. In support of this I had a beantiful message, given through 
Mrs. Woodforde’s hand, by a visiting spirit, the control of a young 
private medium, which I append :— 

“My brother! We rejoice in bearing you company in the walks of 
life, to assist, support, console, advise. We have thrown offthe burthens 
of the flesh, but none of those feelings which filled us during the life of 
the body. The same tastes, the same likes and dislikes, the same 
peculiarities of temperament, constitution of mind and talents, so to 
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speak, fill us, actuate us, and form our very being, influencing our mode 
of life here as upon the earth. Therefore we take a pleasnre in joining 
ourselves to you, to bear you company in your path or usefulness, and 
to aid in relieving the wants and necessities of humanity: to uplift 
them also, and ameliorate their condition. We find our highest pleasure 
and our greatest good in working for that humanity strnggling throngl 
the mists and darkness of ignorance on the earth, and for that reason 
we spirits crowd your world to operate here as upon a field of the 
grandest usefulness, for what is so grand and great as humanity? What 
so forcibly and piteonsly appeals to our hearts? We, nplifted into the 
light of this spirit world, see the causes of error, snffering, and pain; 
and we yearn over you with a brotherly love, of whieh your poets may 
write, and your orators eloquently depict, bnt of whieh you can form 
but a poor conception in reality. Itis that love which brings us down 
to your sides to pick up anew, as it were, the burthens of life, to plod its 
by-ways with you, and to aid, direct, and teach you how to soften the 
trials of others, how to relieve snffering, and, in other words, to work 
for the elevation of humanity, As a physician a wide field is open to 
you. A life of rich usefulness may be yours. Your desires are those of 
an enlightened spirit, and we love to come to the help of those actuated 
by sneh feelings as you possess, to do all the good you can in your time 
and day for your fellow beings.—Joun Scorr.” M, D. 


PRIVATE SEANCES IN MANCHESTER. 


Sin,—-There are strong indications of great future results in mate- 
rialisations if I take several isolated attempts into account. In one 
sitting, when Mr. Oxley was present, not only did the form eome dis- 
tinctly, but hands appeared over the top of the cabinet. When condi- 
tions are exceptionally good, the spirit looks beantiful and etherial, and 
quite in harmony with her pure and elevating trance addresses through 
the medium, with which Mr. Oxley seemed munch pleased. 

A few days ago a male head, with beard, appeared and spoke with a 
manly voice, although the timbre of it had some slight resemblance to 
that of the medium in the normal state. 

After these sittings, our conversations at the table are gencrally 
spiced with raps; on the last occasion I indulged in a little philosophi- 
cal discourse, and made the remark: “Science has been hammering 
away at the ernst of the earth to discover the seeret of all being, and 
raised a terribly thick cloud of dust, so we are left groping our way in 
the dark, losing all trace of heaven. Now you spirits send some 
threads from the other side, but we, instead of delicately handling them, 
pull rudely and hard, sometimes thinking of raising only ourselves, and 
we make a mess of it.” Quite a shower of loud raps responded as in 
applause. I felt, however, my pride somewhat broken by the reflection: 
these things are done by lower spirits, or even by the devil, but still I 
feel shaky whether to go to the church, or to the other party. 

C. Reimers, 
Manchester. 


SPIRITUALISM IN FRANCE, 


Sir,—-I believe that hitherto, one reason why The Spiritualist has 
circulated, with enviable distinction, among the more thoughtful and 
influential investigators in England and on the Continent is, that until 
recently, its mission has been to scientifically examine and chronicle the 
facts, and not the dreamy, ever-varying speenlations which eminent 
“ tranee-speakers” utter with all the faith and emotional fervour of a 
new gospel. If you begin to canvas for public belief in the eompiled 
© theories,” of the otherwise excellent Allan Kardec, hundreds of your 
educated readers will throw Spiritualistie inquiry overboard. Give us 
facts: the inferences must come to us as an after-glow, and according 
to our own individual intelligence and philosophy. Advanced thinkers 
~—and especially those who are trying to “ broaden” the higher genius 
of a national Christianity—-can no more snbseribe to the ordinary 
modern trance-speech revelations of “ mediums” than they can fall 
down before the doctrinal speculations of Wesley or Calvin, 

We are told that the reincarnation theory is an onteome of the “ in- 
spired ” sayings of French mediums, Most of us know the type of in- 
formation “mediums” give. Withthe rare exceptions of Cora Tappan, 
Emma Hardinge, and Mr. Morse, the “ trance”? ntterances of hundreds 
of mediums in England and America scarcely cqual the regular im- 
promptu “ holdings-forth" of the clever Methodist local preachers; and 
however much we may admire the beauties of thought and expression 
in such ‘‘sensifives,’ we prefer the oratory, and its charms, to the 
“philosophy” and its revelations. A bouquet of flowers flung at a 
hungry man will not appease the appetite that craves substantial food, 
not to be found in the tints and in tle original perfume; nor will tran- 
scendental “ trance orations ” satisfy the understanding of bold. maseu- 
line thinkers who are deeply concerned about the awful problems of life 
and destiny. They must have a firm foothold, and a tangible object in 
view, or they will not affect to travel. Hence the unpopularity of Allan 
Kardec’s “trance-spoken” theory in England. Spiritnalism—be it 
fact or fancy—is at least pieturesque, entertaining, and congenial ; 
but French “ Spiritism” is repulsive and improbable, in so far as it 
offers a vulgar flesh and blood immortality of hot and cold existences, 
unrelieved by the continuity of family temperaments and affectiens, and 
rendered melancholy in its successive contemplations by the enforeed 
nbsence of ever-grcen memories and those eternal accumulations of past 
experience which will be the glory of personal identity. Small wonder, 
then, that this Spiritism should be so repngnant to the Catholie mind 
of France. The Latin Church, in its worst moments of dogma-making, 
never conceived anything so absurd as this reincarnation whim of the 
French mediums; and if Jesuitry is not to be congratulated upon its 
subtle exposure of snch a foolish doctrine, it may partly be excused in 
its timely dread of a heresy that has no ennobling or encouraging 
feature to recommend it. I am not trying to justify the actions 
of the Papal Church in the recent Paris persecutions; and I yield to 


| 
| 


THK SPIRITUALIST. 


Jan. 14, 1876. 


none in my intelligent contempt for Jesuitical priesteraft. But, in 
conclusion, I venture the opinion that if there be any truth, beauty, 
and goodness in Spiritualism—as it is observed and reported in Eng- 
land—such a system of all important phenomenal philosophy would 
sooner fascinate the influential Fathers of the French pulpit, and 
command the respeet of Parisian savants, than the barbarous 
“ Spiritism” of Allan Kardec. Joun T. Marrer. 
Albert Place, Peterboro’. 


PROFESSOR TYNDALL ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF CLAIRVOYANCE IN THE 
NUMAN SPECIES. 

Sin,—It is encouraging to find that the redoubtable champion of 
materialism has yet some nebulous apprehension of the possibilities in 
store for man, in a direction, if not spiritual, at least of such a rare- 
fied and attenuated material, that the terms are not worth quarrel- 
ling about. I have been reading his interesting work called Frag- 
ments of Setence, and see that not only is he an advoeate for the 
existence of the subtle agent that pervades everything and is every- 
where, and is called ether (and which in my boyhood I fancied miglit 
be, and am now inclined to think is, the connecting link between matter 
and spirit, the most volatile element to us, and the most gross to the 
intelligences of a higher sphere, and the vehicle in which they immerse 
themselves, to manifest their presenee, and work their will, and show 
their power)—but that he also prophecies that the time may come when 
the requisite organ shal] exist, whereby we may scan the wonders that 
surround us, which we, yet undeveloped, fail to ken. 

This is the seientifie mode, I suppose, of saying that seers will arise, 
and another sense be one day added to our senses, five or six. Sweden- 
borg would call it the opening of the spiritual sight. Spiritualists would 
call it clairvoyance. The Bible speaks of it asa faet that is to be, in 
the words ‘‘ Your young men shall sce visions, aud your old men shall 
dream dreams.” 

It is a matter, therefore, of interest, to note that the Icader of 
the materialist school of thouglit should in one case rarefy matter to 
the degree of spirit, and in the other anticipate the growth of a junction, 
whereby, we may, in the coming ages. be able to introspect the workings 
of life and natnre in a higher scale, if not another sphere. 

Touching the element called ether, Professor Tyndall calls it ‘an all- 
pervading substance, more solid than gas, yet infinitely more attenuated,” 
and this supports our philosophy regarding the solidity of spirit, and yet 
its power of permeating things solid to us. 

With reference to his views of development in man of a higher visual 
sense, he says we are not entitled “to assume that man’s present 
faculties end the series. Two-thirds of the rays emitted by the sun 
fail to arouse in the eye the sense of vision. The rays exist, but the 
visual organ requisite for their translation into light does not exist. 
And so from this region of darkness and mystery which surrounds us, 
rays may now be darting, which require but the development of the 
proper intellectual organs to translate them into knowledge, as far sur- 
passing ours as ours surpasses the Ignanodon and his contemporaries.” 
There is hope for Professor Tyndall even yet. Tnos. Coney. 

Portsmouth. 


FOCIAL REFORMS. 


Sin,—I am pleased to see in The Spiritualist of last issue a short re- 
port of a mecting held at the rooms in Great Russell-street, which re- 
port is headed, “.4 Social Jdea.” Verlinps it might interest your readers, 
and call attention to so desirable an object as the onc therein stated, if 
you allowed a little correspondence on the subject to appear in your 
columns. We are often asked, What good has Spiritualism done? aud 
what benefit is humanity to derive from it? 

One answer to this question certainly is, that it will of necessity lead 
the minds of many men in different paths to those which the mass of 
inankind formerly trod. Will tlrose paths be better than the old ? Some 
will answer, “ No,” but others, seeing from another standpoint. will 
reply,“ Yes, and it comes with the expressed intention ‘of benefiting 
humanity.” 

One among the many subjects discussed by the adherents of Spirit- 
ualism is the social life of humanity, and the knowledge we are contin- 
ually gaining from the spirit-world brings to the surface new thoughts, 
and new forms of thought, scattering them abroad through the world in 
order that mankind may Jay hold upon them, and, as they advance, act 
accordingly. We know that some wild scliemes leve been broached in 
the name of Spiritualism—scleines whieh may not be considered wild 
in future ages; bnt having the present to deal with, we can only take 
one step, and wait to see it completed ere another is taken. 

There are many people, cominunist in theory, who see that it is im- 
possible, in the present state of humanity, to carry it into practice, yet 
gladly, though silently, look upon every attempt made in that direction. 
There should be a community of interest between every person in socicty, 
althongh many people act as if there ought not; yet there is, and must 
be, however individuals or different states of society may act, for no per- 
son does wrong without society suffering, and no person docs good with- 
out soeicty benefiting by it. Iam fully persuaded that the system of 
housebuilding now in vogue is wasteful to a great degree, at the same 
time fosters a spirit of exclusiveness and indifference as to the welfare 
of neighbours or any oue else. 

We have only to consider the number of extra fires needed under the 
present system, the waste in the consumption of fuel, the extra amount 
ef work required to be doue, and many other things connected with 
household arrangements which might be improved upon, if set about in 
a proper spirit and manner, and not with the intention of taking exor- 
Litant interest for outlay. I might indicate two or three things which 
I think socicty in part is ripe cuough to adopt, of course, if suitable 
buildings are constructed. One would be a “common table” for the 
inhabitants of the block; the reason of this, I think I can make plain, 
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To prepare meals for many persons is wasteful in cooking; where two 
or three only compose a family they enunot cook a quantity of many 
things without some becoming too old ere they can be eaten, and ‘if they 
confine themselves to smaller quantities much of the goodness is lost to 
them, 

Veating.—If all the cooking were done in one part, the remainder 
of the buildings might be heated with hot water, or in some other 
economical mauner, away from the cookery department. 

Dormitories might be made for all young persons and children over 
n certain age, always reserving n private room of good dimensions for 
married persons. Places for recreation could easily be made, and would 
increase the general happiness. 

There are many more reasous to urge on belinif of such a step being 
taken, and I know there ure weighty reasons to be urged against it; 
but we must go forward until society secs, and practically acts upon, 
the principle that every individual's best interest is the ebolition of all 
that fosters self. If you can find space for the foregoing, and think it 
contains anything suitable for your pages, I shall esteem its insertion g 
favour. Tuos, Hicktisa. 


12, Butter Market, Bury St. Edmunds, 
10th January, 1876. 


TUE ALLEGED INFLUENCE OF W1L1-POWER AT SEANCES, 

Sin,—ANow me a few words in reply to the letter of ‘¢ Common Sense” 
in your last issue, together with your own ¢-litorial nato thereto ap- 
peuded, under the heading of “Alleged Influence of Will-power at 
Séunces,” 

Now, yonr correspondent does not assert that Ly the exercise of his 
will he at all influenced the physical manifestations which occurred, and 
which he described as consisting of the floating and manipulation of a 
musical box, together with his being touched by what appeared to be a 
finger. 

The sole result of his “ willing ” appears to have been the (no doubt) 
mesmeric “twitching” of a lady present. 

Now from that it would seem he has simply proved nothing new by 
the experiment, since mesmeric action is undisputed, Had he com- 
inenced “ willing” duriug the occurrence of the physical manifestations, 
and lad the effect been the prodnetion of a positive intluence thereon, 
according to will, then methinks it might have opened a much newer 
field. 

On this point—and also referring to the editorial note, in which the 
fact of your always having failed to influence the manifestations by 
will, ig stnted—I wish to assert that I can generally cause, by the 
action of my will, a table already in motion, to move in almost any man- 
ner I choose. I have tried the experiment repeatedly. 

This seems to me most important, and I should be pleased to learn 
the experience of others in this matter, since it is most desirable to 
know the limits and conditions of the action of mind npon external 
material. I am aware all this may, aud has been, attributed to mental 
action upon the operating spirit, but this at least seems rather un- 
satisfactory, 

It requires a mighty stretch of imagination on my part, to supposethe 
“departed ” perform ail the vagaries I havo witnessed at spirit circles, 
though facts lmve convinced me of their nction in certain cases. 

Any wny, I think, sir, n discussion of the question of the action of the 
will upon physical manifestations, could uot be unprofitable. 

Epwis Hare. 

19, Elaworth-atroet, Chactham, Manchester, Jan. 10, 1876. 

IUT te ie aS ES I oS 
PROOF OF A FUTURE LIFE NEEDED.* 


NY EUGENE CROWELL, MLD. 


THERE are multitudes, members of churches and others, 
who are in a state of bewilderment as to our spiritual 
manifestations, and who in vain look to the clergy for an 
explanation. They can sadly and truly say: 

“ I grope in The dark, and seek blindly 
The band that shall lead to The light; 
There is no one lo answer me kindly— 
There is no one lo teach me the right.” 

How many in the churches to-day are yearning for spiri- 
tnal nourishment while receiving only husks, peering wist- 
fully into the realm of shadows for some gleam of light, for 
some confirmation of their hopes ofa fnture life, who finding 
all the faintly nttered assnrances of their religious teachers 
unsatisfactory, at last, with the fading of their hopes, sink 
to the condition of the writer in Ecclesiastes, and in their 
despair of soul exclaim with him : 


u Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing boller than that a man shontd 
rojoico in his own works, for that is his portion; for who shall bring him to 
seo what shall be after him ?” 


How many Saddneees, who believe neither in a resnrrec- 
tion, nor in angel or spirit, are there in our churches to-day, 
ignoring except in outward forin and profession even the 
very principles of Christianity? “ My brethren, these things 
ought not so to be,” neither conld they so be if the clergy 
fully believed these things themselves, and could farnish the 
proofs necessary to convince matter-of-fact minds of their 
truth. If one-half of the Protestant clergymen of this 


* From Dr, Crowell’s Primitive Christianity and Modern Sptritualism, Vol. I. 
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country were as conversant with the manifestations and 
teachings of biblical and modern Spiritualism as thousands 
of laymen are in the cities of New York and Boston, and 
should to-day boldly commence preaching these truths, 
within twelve months the remaining churches with their 
pastors wonld be deserted, and if any single denomination 
were thus to preach Spiritualism, it would attract and gather 
within its churches from the other denominations so many of 
their adherents, that the latter would fall into decay from 
lack of support. 

There is uo less need of demonstrative proof of a future 
life to-day than there was nineteen centuries ago—there is, 
in fact, far more need of it, as unbelief is more prevalent 
than then, It is useless to ask thoughtful, self-relying men 
to believe, when the proofs are not presented, and itis only 
just and reasonable that those who attempt to convince them 
shall furnish evidence of their faith being founded upon 
demonstrated truth, This is requiring no more than Thomas 
demanded, aud which demand Jesus evideutly did not regard 
as smful or unreasonable, and it is no more than Jesus con- 
ceded to the others to whom He appeared after His resurrec- 
tion. 

lor upwards of eighteen centuries the Christian world 
has rested in the revelation given through Jesus Christ ard 
His Apostles, That the knowledge derived through that 
revelation was the highest which up to that time had beeu 
given to men, there shonld be no question; bnt as Jesus 
Himself said, they were not then prepared to receive æl? the 
truth. Men can appropriate only those forms and degrees of 
knowledge which are adapted to their comprehension, and 
it is evident from the different ways in which that knowledge 
was, and even now is received, that they were presented with 
all they were capable of comprehending. 

The various and diyerse opinions now prevalent regarding 
the phenomena and teachings of the Bible, mostly originated 
during those ages when ignorance prevailed, and when even 
the best mmfurmed drew their knowledge from extremely 
limited sources, by limited means. It could uot be other- 
wise than that circumstances other than those favourable to 
fair investigation, calnı reasoning, and strict adherence to 
facts, should often determine views and opinions which some- 
times through fair, and at other times unfair influences, 
became the established articles of belicf in the Church. 
These articles, either iu their original meaning and force, or 
changed by succeeding ecclesiastical authorities, with perhaps 
no better claim to infallibility of Judgment, have descended 
to our times, and demand the recognition of the Christian 
world; bnt it would be difficult to show that any additional 
evidence in proof of our continued existence, or of the 
nature of that existence, has been furnished by the Church 
since the time of the Apostles. 


t Be eee 


Yesrenpay Mr. J. J. Morse gave a trance lecture at the Atheneum, 
Queen-street, Wolverhuimpton. ‘The public were admitted freo of charge. 

Spinituauisy IN Darstos.—On Tuesday evening, at the ordinary 
monthly meeting of the Conneil of the Dalston Association of Inquirers 
into Spiritnulism, the members present were :—Mr. J. ‘Pozeland in the 
chair, Mr. Thomas Blyton, Mrs. Amelia Corner, Mr. R. Pomeroy 
Yredwen, Mr, Thomas Wilks, nnd Mrs. Wood. ‘The minontes of the 
last meeting were read and confirmed. Letiers of yeneral iuterest were 
read from Mr. Heury D. Jeneken, Dr. Francis W. Monck, Mr, Algernon 
Joy, Mr. Hay Nisbet, and Miss Lottie Fowler. The auditors’ report by 
Messrs. J. Tozeland and G. R. Tapp was submitted and approved. The 
draft report of the Council, with statement of uccounts, as certitied by tho 
auditors, was framed for submission to the members at the half-yearly 
genernl meeting to be held on Thursday, the 27th inst. A notice of re- 
signation froin Mr. A, Ferguson Bliek was “ accepted with regret.” 
The honorary secretary reid a letter from Mr, Murtheze, who was 
unanimously eleeted a life member. Presentations to the library were 
reported of copies uf Hafed, Prince of Persia trom Mr, Martheze and 
Mr, Hay Nisbet, and ligelic Revelations trom Mrs. Wood, A vote of 
thanks was passed to the donors, ‘There was a good muster of mem- 
bers nt the rooms on ‘Tuesday evening last, atter the Council mecting, 
and Dr. Sexton, louorary member, reat a paper upon “ Oceult Psycho- 
logieal Phenomenn oceurring outside what is called Spiritnalism.” Mr, 
‘thomas Blyton was voted into the chair, in the absence of the president 
elect, and introduced Dr. Sexton to the meeting. The paper narrated a 
large number of authenticated cascs of trance, clairvoyance, and 
psychometry. ‘fhe paper was listened to with interest, und at the 
close a cordial vote of thanks to Dr. Sexton wns moved by Mr. Thomas 
Wilks, seconded by Mr. Rt. Pomeroy ‘Lredwen, and carried unanimously. 
The paper will be published in full in the forthcoming issues of the 
Spiritual Magacine, 
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WINTER MEETINGS OF THE BRITISH NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS. 

Br Grorcre Kine. 

Tue three meetings already held by the British National 
Association for reading papers and discussion have been, as 
all who have been present arc agreed, eminently successful ; 
and the reports which have appeared in your columns have, I 
believe, given satisfaction to the general body of Spirit- 
ualists. ‘The Council therefore has resolved to continue the 
course fortnightly till the end of April, the first meeting of 
the present ycar to be held on the 24th inst. ; 

The Committee has had under consideration two subjects 
for future discussion, Mesmerism and Physical Mediumship, 
which will probably be brought forward successively as the 
necessary arrangements arc completed. It is intended that, 
if possible, mesmecrism shall be practically illustrated as well 
as discussed, so all those who have had personal experience 
should render assistance, at any rate by attending. The 
secretary will always be glad to receive communications on 
behalf of the Committee. 

Letters have been addressed to fricnds who are known to 
have witnessed, through members of their own families, 
striking manifestations of physical mcdiumship, and the 
questions have been put to them which were published in 
Lhe Spiritualist of Dec. 3rd, under the heading, “ Experi- 
ments in Mesmerisin.” It depends on the answers received 
what form the discussion will take, but on a matter go 
important interesting results cannot fail to be recorded. 

The experience of the past meetings will assist 
those who intend to respond to the queries of the 


Committee. In the discussion, for instance, on Spirit 
Photography, two broad classes of facts came into 
prominence. In the first place, cases showing the authen- 


ticity of spirit photography were adduced, and several gentle- 
men of unquestioned honour and intelligence came forward 
to state that, not only in their opinion, but to their personal 
knowledge, it is a grand reality. For the outside public 
and for the numerous sceptics among Spiritualists such 
utterances are invaluable, and they must give an impetus 
to research and discovery. But in the second place, facts 


of scarcely less moment were brought to light, which, if il 


followed up and compared with observations in other depart- 
ments, would greatly increase man’s knowledge, both spiri- 
tual and physical. It was clearly proved by the concurrent 
testimony of independent operators that ordinary light has 
but little to do with the process, and that the lenses of tle 
camera may be discarded, as they are apparently without 
effect, the spirit not even being inverted by them as would 
be the case with a mortal. This accords with what is known 
of mesmerism, for the vision of a mesmerised patient is not 
assisted by either microscope or telescope; hence we have 
unexpected internal evidence of the genuincness, on the one 
hand, of spirit photography, and, on the other, of the 
intimate relation which subsists between apparently uncon- 
nected subjects. This latter class of facts can, however, be 
received only by the initiated. 

Following the example as above sketched out, let those 
who intend to contribute papers on mesmerism, physical 
mediumship, or any other subject, keep these two objects in 
view—to providé positive testimony to the reality of the 
phenomena, and to record their observations on any remark- 
able characteristics that may come under their notice, even 
though scemingly insignificant. If this course be pursued, 
there will be abundant material about which usefully to 
write, and persons of every mental constitution will find 
matter to interest them in the discussions. 

Strenuous support should be given to the committee, who 
can only organise and not originate. It would greatly assist 
them it friends would send in suggestions, both as to what 
questions to bring forward, and how best to provide for 
their being cfficiently discussed; and every onc who has a 
paper ready, long or short, on any suitable subject, or who 
intends to write one, should communicate with the secretary 
without delay. 


Prixcr Wittcensvetn will leave Vevey. for St, Petersburg towards 
the middle of this month; he is giving all the aid he can to the 
scientific committee there appointed for the investigation of spiritual 
phenomena. 


THE SPIRITUALIST. 
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Wrovincial Prews. 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 

Tue Misses Wood and Fairlamb are in London for a few weeks, 
fulfilling a private engagement connected with the scientific investiga- 
tion of Spiritualism. 

Tue Newcastle Express of Wednesday, January 5th, contained an 
article having reference to the jiasco at Liverpool, and not at all com- 


plimentary to Mr. Herne, or Spiritualists in general. 


Tux séances held at the Freemasons’ Hall, Weirs-court, during the 
absence of Misses Wood and Fairlamb, will be such as will tend to 
help on the development of other mediums in the Spiritualist Society. 
Among these mediums are Messrs. High and Greenwell, both of whom 
are developing as trance speakers, and a séance which was held on 
Wednesday, the 5th inst., with them, passed off satisfactorily. Mr. 
Greenwell, while under control, spoke in a foreign language for a little 
time, then in broken English. 

A rkorurE was given by Mr. T. P. Barkas, F.G.S., in the Lecture- 
hall, Nelson-street, on; Thursday, the 6th inst.,on Frictional Electricity, 
and he stated in his opening remarks that it was thirty-five years ago 
since he gave his first lecture on the same subject, and in the same hall; 
he hoped and believed that in the next world we should be able to 
continue our investigations, and on looking back to compare notes then 
as now. Several other lectures are to be delivered ; the later ones will 
be of a psychological nature. 

A renny weekly journal has been started in Newcastle, entitled, Zhe 
North of England Review ; it gives attention | to temperance, dietetic 
aud social subjects. Among the contributors to its pages are Dr, Sexton, 
Mr. T. P. Barkas, F.G.S., and Mr. E.T, Bennett, 


THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS AND 
THE SPIRITUALIST PRESS. 


We lave much pleasure in publishing the following letter :— 
To the Editor of The Spiritualist,” 

Sm,—I am instructed by the Council to make a correction of certain 
misconceptions which have lately been circulated in some „parts of the. 
country, affecting the British National Association of Spiritualists and 
its relation to the Spiritualist press, and to beg that you will kindly 
give it as much publicity as possible, — : 

It is supposed by some that The Spiritualist newspaper is the “ organ” 
of the Association, and that each is responsible for the acts and opinions 
of the other; also, that the Association is more or less under the influ- 
ence of Mr. Harrison, and was started to promote his interests, 

These are errors, as the following explanation will show. 

When the Council first resolved to give publicity to its meetings, the 
invitation to report its proceedings was extended to all the Spiritualist 
newspapers without distinction ; its advertisements were tendered to all 
alike, and free tickets to soirées and other meetings were regularly sent 
out. 
The Spiritualist having fully responded to every invitation, the 
Association stands so far indebted to it, that as much publicity as that 
journal is able to give has been on all occasions ungrudgingly afforded ; 
but for editorial remarks, for the form and manner of the reports, or 
for the opinions of The Spiritualist on organisation and other matters, 
the Council is in no way responsible. Indeed, it is thought by some 
members of the Association to be an advantage over editing “ 'Transac- 
tions” of its own, that its proceedings are published to the world at large, 
and are open to the wind of criticism from every quarter. 

With regard to the second misconception, I have simply to state that 
Mr. Harrison has only the same connection with the Association as any 
other private member. Itis true that he has from time to time ad- 
dressed letters of suggestion to the Council—but this is the privilege of 
every member; such letters are at all times received with pleasure by 
the Council, though the suggestions put forward may not be always 
adopted. 

ACOD of this letter has been sent, by order of the Council, to the 
editor of every Spiritualist paper and periodical in this country, 

EMILY KISLINGBUBRY, 
Secretary Brit. Nat. Association of Spiritualists, 


88, Great Russoll-street, London, W.C. 


Tux second volume of The Spiritualist Library series is in the press, 
and is written by Dr. Gully, the high quality of whose literary labours 
is fully recognised by Spiritualists. The book deals both with the 
religious and phenomenal aspécts of Spiritualism. — ; 

The large penny pamphlet for sale at public meetings, of which many 
thousands will be printed, will go to press in a few days, so advertisers 
should send in their announcements at once to The Spiritualist News- 
paper Office, 38, Great Russell-street, Loudon. 


FOS 


Tur Birmingham Daily Mail of last Tuesday contains a report a 
columu aud a half long, of the recent meeting in connection with 
Spiritualism, held at the Athenzeum Rooms in that town. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Erratra.—Cornelius Agrippa lived in tho 15th and not in the 19th century, 


as stated in the article quotod in this journal from the Spiritual Scientist 
last week. In the Spirit Teachings of last week tho word “larceny ” 
should have been “luxury.” 
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BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHOLOGY, 
MESMERISM, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND 
BIOLOGY, 

J ON SALE AT THE 


BRANCH OFFICE OF “THE SPIRITUALIST” 
NEWSPAPER, 


88, GREAT RUSSSLL-STREET, BLOOMSBURY, 
LONDON, W.C. 
(Eutranee in Woburn-street), 
ALL LETTERS TO BE ADDRESSED TO THE MANAGER. 


THE DEBATABLE LAND, by the Hon. Robert Dale 
Owen, formerly Amerigau Minister at the Court of Naples, A 
standard work containing interesting ‘and well-authenticated 
facts, proving the reality of spirit communion. It also contains 
an elaborate essay defining the author's views of the relation- 

ship of Spiritualism to the Christian Church, Ts. 6d. p 

FOOTPALLS ON THE BOUNDARY OF ANOTHER 
WORLD, by Robert Dale Owen. An excellent book of absorb- 
ing interest, replete with well-authenticated narratives, describ- 

ing manifestations produced by spirits. 7s. 6d.: X 

REPORT ON SPIRITUALISM, by the Committee of 
the Dialectical Society. This committee cousisted of literary, 
scientific, and other professional men who investigated Spiritual- 
ism for two years without engaging the services of any profes- 
sional mediwmn, after which they published the report. Original 
edition, 163. ; moderately abridged edition, 5s. i 

RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRIT- 
UALISM, by William Crookes, F.R.S. The best work. ever 
published to scientifically demonstrate the reality of some of 
the physical phenomena of Spiritualisin, s. 

MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM, by 
Alfred Russell Wallace, F.R.G.S. This book contains a masterly 
argument in reply to Hume's “ Essay on Miracles.” It also 
records a large number of interesting spiritual manifestations, 
and contains some of the persoual experiences of Mr. Wal- 


lace. 63. 

PLANCHETTE; OR, THE DESPAIR OF SCIENCE, 
by Epes Sargent. A book rich in descriptions of well-authenti- 
cated spiritnal phenoniena, Information about the relationship 
of Spiritualism to Religion and Science is also given. ös, 

UONCERNING SPIRITUALISM, by Gerald Massey. 
A brilliant well written little essay on Spiritualism. Neatly 
pbonud, with gilt edges. 2s. 

LETTERS ON SPIRITUALISM, by the late J, W. 
Edmonds, Judge of the Supreme Court, New York, U.S. This 
Dook consists of essays on the Social, Moral, and Scientific 
aspects of Spiritualism. 3s. 6d. 

WHERE ARE THE DEAD? OR, SPIRITUALISM 
EXPLAINED, by Fred. A. Binney, A practically useful work 
for inquirers, giving general information about English profes- 
sional and non-professional mediums salso about the periodical 
and other Literature of FTES ATR 38. 

THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF SPIRITUALISM 
IN ENGLAND, by Benjamin Coleman, Contains important 
facts connected with the carly movement in this country with 
which the author was identified, and an account of some of the 
most remarkable of his personal experiences. 1s, : 

WHAT AM I? Vol. 11, by E. W. Cox, Serjeant-at- 
Law. An introduction to Psychology. This book admits the 
reality of some of the Physieal Phenomena of Spiritualism, bot 
argues that they are produced by an alleged Psychic} Force, 
unconsciously governed in its action by the thoughts of the 
medium or the spectators, 8s. The first volume of this book, 
which deals chiefly with Pyysiology, is out of print, 

GLIMPSES OF THE SUPERNATURAL, by the Rev. 
T. G. Lee, D.C.L. This newly-pnblished book contains Facts 
and "Traditions relating to Dreams, Omens, Apparitions, 
Wraiths, Warnings, and Witchcraft. The author admits the 
reality of Spiritual visitations, but considers modern Spiritnal- 
ism to be diabolical. fie, however, gives valuable facts, prc- 
viously unpublished, and prints the only authorised and com- 
plete account of the Apparition seeu by oue of tle ancestors of 

Lord Lyttleton. 2 Vols., crown 8yo., 15s. 

REAL LIFE IN SPIRIT LAND. Given through the 
mediumship of Mrs. Maria M. King. ‘This book professes to give 
lite experiences, scenes, incidents, and conditions illustrative of 
spirit life, The preface says :— ‘Expemenced spirits state pro- 
positious to man hi the flesh as they would state them to each 
other, expecting or hoping that they will uot be tirken for 
granted because uttered by a spirit, but will be fully weighed in 
the light of all the reason and experience possessed by those 
who receive their instructions,” 63, 6d. 

PROOF PALPABLE OF IMMORTALITY, by Epes 
Sargent. This work, by an American author of acknowledged 
ability, gives an account of the imaterialisation of Spirits in 
England aud America during the past few years in the presence 
of famons mediums, and, as a nile, before educated witnesses 
of more or less literary and scientific ability. The work also 
contains remarks on the relations of the facts to theology, 
morals. and religion ; and it is prefaced with a portrait of the 
materialised spirit Katie King, copied from a photograph of her 
taken by Mr. Iarrison by the aid of the maynesiun ight. 5s. 

MIRACLES, PAST AND PRESENT, by the Rev. 
William Mounlford, The author is an acute and vigorous 
thinker, and a writer of unquestioned ability. Contents: The 
Anti-Supernaturalism of the Present Age; Science and the 
Supernatural; Miracles and Doctrine: Miracles and the Be- 
lieving Spirit; The Scriptures aud Pncwnatology; Miracles 
and Science: the Spirit and the Prophets Thereof; Anti- 
Supernatural Misunderstandings; the Last Ecstatic; Matter 
and Spirit; the Outburst of Spiritualism; Thoughts on Spiri- 
tualism ; A Miracle Defined; Miracles as Signs; Miracles and 
the Creative Spirit; Miracles and Inman Nature; Miracles 
and Pneumatology: the Spirit and the Old Testament; the 
Old Testament aud the New; the Spirit: Jesns and the Spirit ; 
Jesus and Resurrection; the Church and the Spirit. 12mo., 
600 pp. _ Cloth 10s, 6d. 

ALLAN KARDKEC'S “SPIRITS’ BOOK” (Blackwell), 


Ts od. 

THE SOUL OF THINGS, by William Denton. In 
this extraordinary book the author, who is a Professor of 
Geology in America, employed clairvoyants to reveal to him 
by vision events counected with the early history of geological 
specimens; these sensitives thns saw the Mastodon and other 
extinct animals as if living and moving before them; they like- 
wise saw the scenes by which these prehistoric animals iwere 
surrounded. ‘The author also sent his clairvoyants to examine 
portions of different planets, and they gave descriptions of the 
inhabitants, physical geography, aud vegetation of cach, T'he 
book is illustrated with numerous engravings, drawn by the 
sensitives as the visions passed before their eyes. The substance 
of a review of this book in “The Spiritualist” was to the ettect 
that there is no doubt as to the integrity of the author, who also 
possesses sufficient intelligence to select clairvoyants who would 
not cheat him. The question as to the reliability of the narratives 
therefore narrows itself down to the question of the reliability 
of clairvoyance, which, when employed to gaiu information abont 
distant places on earth, has been found sometimes to giye ac- 
enrate results and sometimes inacewrate results, The review 
further expresses the opinion that if ever interplanetary com- 
mmnnication should be established, it will be by means of clair- 
voyance or some other of the latent and little understood 
sphitual powers in man. Three Vols. 24s,; or 8s. per single 
volume. 

POEMS OF THE INNER LIFE. Given by Spirits 
through the mediumship of Lizzie Doten, The accusation is some- 
times made‘by disbelievers that spirit messages are of a'trumpery 
character, but these beautiful poems give evideuce that all spirit 
utterances are not so. “The Prophecy of Val,” published 
in this book, and professedly given by the Spirit of Edgar Allen 
Poe, is better than any which that poet wrote ‘during the whole 
or ni life on earth, Best cdition, gilt, 10s. éd.; cheap edition, 
s. 6d. 


THE SPIRITUALIST. 


POEMS OF PROGRESS. Given by spirits throngh 
the mediumship of Lizzie Doten. This. like the preceding work, 
is a collection of beautiful pocms, 7s. Gd. 

PEOPLE FROM THE OTHER WORLD, by Col. H. 
8. Olcott. Profusely illustrated. This book is dedicated to Mr. 
William Crookes and Mr. Alfred Russell Wallace. The author 
is a literary gentleman of high standing in New York. and the 
book consists of descriptions of seances at which materialised 
spirits appeared nnder test conditions, in the presente of the 
author and other witnesses, Pictures of the Eddy Brothers, 
their homestead, and the phenomena presented at their seauces, 
are included in the work. 12s. 6d. 

NATTY, A SPIRIT; HIS PORTRAIT AND HIS 
LIFE. By Allan Putnam. 4s. 

BIBLE MARVEL-WORKERS, AND THE POWER 


WUICI IELPED THEM TO PERFORM, MIGHTY WORKS. 
By Allan Putnam. és. 


PSALMS OF LIFE. A collection eontaining 150 pieces 
of musie, and 650 Spiritnal hynins, compiled by John 8. Adams, 


5s. 

HOW AND WHY I BECAME A SPIRITUALIST. 
By Washington A. Danskin, 4s. 6d. 

POEMS BY ACHSA W. SPRAGUE, for many years a 
public trauce speaker on Spiritual Philosophy. ds. y 

THE FUTURE LIFE, as deseribed by Mrs. Elizabeth 
Sweet, with an introduction by Judge Edmonds. 7s. 6d. | 

TUE PRINCIPLES OF NATURE, given inspiration- 
ally through the mediumship of Mrs. Maria M. King. 7s 6d. 

THE ORIGIN AND ANTIQUITY OF PHYSICAL 
MAN SCIENTIFICALLY CONSIDERED. By Hudson Tuttle. 
This book argues that man is contemporary with the Mastodon, 
and details the history of his subsequent development. 7s. 6d. 

THE IRRECONCILABLE RECORDS; OR, GENESIS 
AND GEOLOGY. By William Denton, 3s. 

MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. By Robert Dale Owen. 


8s, 6d. 
LOOKING BEYOND, by J. O. Barratt, contains the 
testimony of the departed about the world beyond the graye. 5s. 
AN HOUR WITH THE ANGELS, by A. Brigham, a 
vision of seenes in the Spirit Land. 3s, 6d. OE 
TIEAVEN OPENED; OR, MESSAGES FOR THE 
BEREAVED, FROM OUR LITTLE ONES IN GLORY. 
Christian spirit-messages given through the mediumship of F, J. 
T. (Part one}, 6d. at aes 
HEAVEN OPENED, containing further deseriptions of, 
and advanced teaehings from the Spirit Land. (Part two), 6d. 
HINTS. FOR THE EVIDENCES OF SPIRITUAL- 
ISM, by M. P. 2s, 6d. ; : 
WILL-ABLLITY, by Joseph Hands, M.R.0.8.; contains 
experiments on Mesmerism and arguments relating to Free Will, 


2s. 6d. 

ARGANA OF NATURE, by Hudson Tuttle. 2 Vols., 
12s. 

STRAN GE VISITORS, dictated through a Clair- 


voyant, Gs. p NVES 

THE INNER MYSTERY. An inspirational poem. 
By Lizzie Doten. 28. a 

ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY, by Dod. 7s. Gd. | 

DAWN. An American Novel, advocating Progressive 


ninciples, 5s. 6d. 
FLASHES OF LIGHT FROM THE SPIRIT 


WORLD. Through the medinmship of Mrs. Conant. 7s. Gd. 
BIOGRAPITY OL MRS. CONANT. Ts. 6d. 
CHRIST IDEA IN HISTORY, by Hudson Tuttle. 7s. 
DENTON’S POEMS. 2s. 

RADICAL DISCOURSES, by William Denton. 6s. 6d. 

RADICAL RHYMES, by William Denton. Gs. 6d. 

OUR PLANET, by William Denton. 7s. 6d. 

BOOK OF MEDIUMS, by Allan Kardec. (Mrs. Wood's 
ranslation.) Ys. 6d, 

THREADING MY WAY, by R. Dale Owon. 7s. 6d. 

SEERS OF THE AGES, by J. M. Peebles. 5s. 

THE SPIRITUAL PILGRIM, by J. M. Peebles. 


ROUND THE WORLD, by J. M. Peebles. 10s. 

S'TTATUVOLENCE ; OR, ARTIFICIAL SOMNAM- 
BULISM. 7s. 6d. 

MRS. CROWKS NIGHT SIDE OF NATURE, 2s. 

MODERN AMERICAN SPIRITUALISM, by Emma 
Hardinge. 153. 


- THE TWO WORLDS, by Brevior, 9s. 


GLIMPSES OF A BRIGHTERLAND. An interesting 
little book. containing messages given by Spirits throngh the 
Writing Mediumship of a Lady. 2s, : 

PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDIGINE, by Dr. Bucknill and 
Dr. Daniel H. Thuke. 25s. 

APPARITIONS, by Newton Crosland, 2s. 6d. 

THE RELIGIOUS SYSTEM OF THE AMAZULU, 
giving Information about Spiritual Phenomena among the 
Amazulu and other Tribes of South Africa, by the Rey. Canon 
Callaway, M D., in three parts. 12s. 

OUTLINES OF TEN YEARS INVESTIGATION 
INTO TIE PHENOMENA OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM, 
by Thomas P. Barkas, 

APPARITIONS: A NARRATIVE OF FACTS, by the 
Rey. Bourchier Wrey Saville, M.A. 4s. 6d. 

HESPERIA. Poems, by Cora L. V. Tappan. 6s. 

ARCANA OF NATURE. Two Vols. By Hudson 
Tuttle, 6s. per Vol. 

ARCANA ol SPIRITUALISM, by Hudson Tuttle. 


‘CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS, by Hudson 


Tuttle. 2s. 6d. 

TUE SPIRITUAL LYRE. A Collection of Songs for 
th f Spiritualists. 1s. Paper, 6d. 

DEMONOLOGY AND WITOHCRANT, by Sir Walter 
Scott. 6s. 

SIGNS BEFORE DEATH. A Reco 
Apparitions, Remarkable Dreams, ete. 3s. 6d. 

STORIES OFINFINITY: 1. LUMEN.—2. HISTORY 
OF A COMET.—3. AN INFINITY, by Camille Flammarion. 6s. 

LIFE LINE OF THE LONE ONE; OR, AUTO- 
BIOGRAPHY OF THE WORLD'S CHILD, by Warren Clase 


4s, Gd. a 

NATURE'S LAWS IN HUMAN LIFE. An Ex- 

iti f Spiritualism. 6s. 

VOICES FROM TIE SPIRIT WORLD, being Com- 
mation Hons from many Spirits by the hand of Isaac Post. 
5s. 6d. 

THE GADERENE; Ok, SPIRITS IN PRISON, by 
J. O. Barrett and J. M. Peebles. 


SECOND-HAND BOOKS. 


A Record of Strange 


THE PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRITS IN RELATION 


TO MATTER. By C. M. Burnett, M.D. 4s. 

TUE DEMONIACS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
By Hugh Farmer, 1765. 28. 6d. 

ANIMAL MAGNETISM, by Edwin Lee, M.D. Con- 
tains Records of Experiments relating to Mesimerism, Sommuam- 
bulism, and Clairvoyance, and philosophical considerations con- 
nected therewillh. This work gained tae prize offered for con- 
petition by the Mila Socicty for the Encouragement of Arts 
and Sciences, (Pub. at 7s, 6d.) 4s. 5 


THE COMING MAN. By the Rev. James Smith, 
formerly Editor of the “Family Herald.” (2 Vols.) 108 i 
BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHOLOGY, MES- 


MERISM, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND BIOLOGY. 
— Continued. 


WORKS BY ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS, 
The “ Poughkeepsie Seer,” 

Nature's Divine Revelations y š 
The Physician. VoL I. Gt, Harmonia , 
The Teacher, w AL i 
The Seer. WUR 
The Reformer. „ IV. r 
The Thinker. w Na Daik s í 
Magic Staff. An Autobiography ot A. J. Davis , 
A Stellar Key to the Swnmer Land į 
Arabula, or Divine Guest . é a 
Approaching Crisis ; or, Truth v. Theology. a ; é 
Answers to Ever-reenrring Questions from the Peopie . . 
Children's Progressive Lyceum Manual R 
Death and the After-Life $ k 
History and Philosophy of Evil 
Harbinger of Health , x a 7 . 
llarmonial Man; or, Thoughts for che Age as 
Events in the Life of a Seer, (Memoranda.,) 
Philosophy of Special Providence . è 
Free 'Thonghts Concerning Religion 
Penetralia; Containing Ilarmonial Auswers 
Philosophy of Spiritual Interconrse r é 
The Inner Life ; or, Spirit Mysteries Explained . 
The Temple—on Disease of Brain and Nerves 
The Fountain, with Jets of New Meanings * i 
Tale of a Physician ; or, Seeds and Fruits of Crime . 
The Diakka and their Earthly Victims è 
Conjugal Love; Trnth v. Theology . 
Morning Lectures A 


MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS 


” . . . 
” . ` . . 


ws ? . * 


ws 
eT Gg a OU AT ATR aa Gs BEN Cama COE OAT NNT CONT AT TAT AT ATR 
BONSOHRSAHEGAOAOSROGGANSEGBAS™ 


s. d. 
Oriental Religions (Johusen) A g š è .24 0 
Religions of the World (Leigh)—A well-written little book, recom- 
mended by THE SrInITVALST Newspaper F ~ 26 
Keys of the Creeds _. $ . $ \ s E 6 0 
The Wheel of the Law (Alabaster)—A look containing in- 
teresting particulars and legends relating to Buddhism .14 0 
Three Lectures on Buddhism (Eitel) x K $ . 50 
Ilistory of American Socialisms (Noyes) . X 7 -18 0 
The Romantic History of Buddha (Beal) . R à Ke o 6 
Catena of Buddhist Scriptures (Beal) M í A .15 0 
Threading my Way, an Autobiography, by Robert Dale Owen, 7 6 


Travels of Fah-Hian and Sun-Yun, Buddhist Pilgrims, from 
China to India {400 A.D. and 618 A.p.). Translated from 
the Chinese by Samuel Beal, B.A., Trin, Cot., Cam. . 10 

The Nursery Tales, Traditions, and Histories of the Zulus, 
by the Rev. Henry Callaway, M.D, ln six parts . . 16 

The Life and Teachings of Confucius, ‘Pransaated into English, 
with Preliminary Essays and Explanatory Notes, by James 


os 


Legge, D.D. A $ . A A è . 
Myths and Myth-makers. Old Tales and Superstitions inter- 
preted by Comparative Mythology, by Jom Fiske; M.A. . 10 
Awas-I-Hind; or, A Voice from the Ganges, by an Indian Officer 6 
The Life and Works of Mencius. Translated into English 
from the Chinese Classics, by James Legge, D.D., LL.D, . 12 
On Exalted States of the Nervous System; an (alleged) Ex- 
anation of the Mysteries of Modern Spiritualism, 
reams, Trance, Somnambulism, Vital Photography, Faith 
Will, Origin of Life, Anresthesia, aud Nervous Congestion, 
by Robert H. Collyer, M.D. ; a ‘ > 
The Dervishes; or, Oriental Spiritualism, by John P. Brown, 
Secretary of the Legation of the United States of America 
at Constantinople . P i Š Š i k 
Son, Remember: an Essay on the Discipline of the Soul beyond 
the Grave, by the Rey. John Paul, B.A. . 3 : 
Mythology and Popular Traditions of Scandinavia, North 
German aud the Netherlands, by Benjamin Thorpe. In 
hree vols. . . ‘ í : x é i 
The Koran; commonly culled the Alcoran of Mahommed, 
Translated into English immediately from the original 
Arabic, by George Sale . X . : 4 -10 6 
The Childhood of the World, by Edward Clodd, F.R.A.S. 
Special edition for Schools ‘ 1 


o oa o 


, ' . . 


CARTE DE VISITE PHOTOGRAPHS OF CELE- 
BRATED AMERICAN SPIRITUALISTS, 
Price One Shilling Each. 


1. Judge Edmonds: 2, Professor Win. Denton; 3. Mlss Lizzie 
Doten; 4. Mr. Luther Colby: 6. Mr. Isaac B. Rich; 6. The late 
Mr. William White; 7. Dr. Frederick L. H. Willis; 8 My, J. M. 
Peebles; 9. Mr. A. J. Davis; 10. Mrs, Conant, 

CARTE DE VISITE PORTRAITS OF MR. HENRY 
WARD BEECHER (who is not a Spiritualist), 1s. each. 


TRACTS AND PAMPHLETS, 

WHAT IS SPIRITUALISM? by Thomas Gales 
Forster. A useful Tract for Inquirers. 1s. 

THY MINISTRY OF ANGELS REALISED, by A. E. 
Newton. 1s. 

THE LIFE OF WILLIAM DENTON, by J. H. 
Powell, 1s. 

TWENTY YEARS ON THE WING; a Narrative of 
the Travels and Labours of a Missionary Spiritualist, by the Rev, 


‘J. Murray Spear. 1s. 
MEDIUMS AND MEDIUMSHIP, by Thomas R. 
ELEVEN DAYS AT MORAVIA, by T. R. Hazard. 


Tlazard. 6d. 
6d. 

CLAIMS OF SPIRITUALISM; a Narrative of Per- 
sonal Experiences in the Investigation of Spiritualism, by a 
Gentleman of Education and Religions Culture. 1s. 

MESMERISM AND ITS HEALING POWER, by 
Adolphus Didier, 2s, 

THE PROVINCE OF PSYCHOLOGY. By Mr. Ser- 
jeant Cox, 1s. 

wily I AM A SPIRITUALIST, AND WHY I AM 
NOT ORTHODOX, by J. B. Augell, Judge Edmonds says of 
this little pamphiet: “There is in it a good denl of genuine 
good feeling, sound common sense, and deep thought.” 6d. 

REVIVALS, THEIR CAUSE AND CURE, by 
iludson Tuttle. 2d. 

THEODORE PARKER IN SPIRIT LIFE. Given 
inspirationally throngh the mediumship of Dr. F. L. H. Willis. 


1s. 

THY DAY OF PENTECOST, AND ITS PHENO- 
MENA, by F. R. Young. 6d. 

CONCERNING MIRACLES, by Thomas Brevior, 8d. 

ALL ABOUT CHARLES H. FORSTER, THE 
WONDERFUL MEDIUM, 2s. 

ORDEAL OF LIV. Given Psychometrically through 
the mediumship of Dr. C. Gunnell. 2s, 

MEDIUMSHIP, 1TS LAWS AND CONDITIONS, 
by J. H. Powell. 1s. 

AGASSIZ AND SPIRITUALISM, by Allen Putnam. 


1s. 3 

THE GIST OF SPIRITUALISM. A course of five 
Lectures, By Warren Chase. 25. 

MESMERISM, SPIRITUALISM, WITCHCRAFT, 
AND MIRACLE, by Allen Putnam, 1s. 6d. 

IS IT THE DESPAIR OF SCIENCE? by William 
D Gunning., 9d. 

THUS ROAD TO SPIRITUALISM, by Dr. R, T, 
Hallock. 23, 
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THE SPIRITUALIST. 


Jan. 14, 1876. 


TESTIMONIAL TO MR. W. H. HALRISON. 


Committee. 


Martin R. Smith, Esq. Prince Emile Sayn-Wittgen- 
Charles Blackburn, Esq. stein. 


Alexander Calder, Esq. 
Alexander Tod, Esq. 
Mrs. Kate Fox-Jencken. 
Cromwell F. Varley, 
F.R.S. 
James Wason, Esq. 
Epes Sargent, Esq. 
Benjamin Coleman, Esq. 
James Mylne, Esq. 


Sir Chas, Isham, Bart. 
Baroness Adelma von Vay. 
Mrs. Makdougall Gregory. 
H. D. Jeneken, Esq. M.R.I. 
D. Titz-Gerald, Esq, M.S. 

Tel KE, 
N. F. Dawe, Esq. 
Miss Douglas. 
Eugene Crowell, Esq., M.D. 
Mrs. Honywood. 

Secretary and Treasurer, 

Martin R. Smith, Esq., 38, Great Russell-street, London, W.C. 


Esq, 


Since the year 1869 Spiritualists have been indobted to Mr. 
Win. H. Harrison for the excellent journal of which he is the 
editor. This journal has been a credit and strength to the 
movement in every respect. It has beeu printed in clear type 
and on good paper, and has been conducted with ability, 
caution, courage, and public spirit, It is hardly necessary to 
say that up to the present time the paper has becn by no 
means self-supporting; indeed, during the frst three years of 
irs existence it entailed upon Mr. Harrison a very heavy loss, 
which he bore single-handed. This loss was aggravated by 
the fact that, in order the moro completely to devote his 
attention to the Spiritualist newspaper, Mr. Harrison volun- 
tarily relinquished a cmsiderable portion (estimated, upon 
reliable information, at an average of not less tban £200 per 
aunum) of the iucome which he was deriving from literary 
work on the Engineer newspaper and other journals. Mr. 
Harrison has indeed done more than this, for during the past 
eight years he has given up one or two evenings every week 
to a practical observation of spiritual phenomena at seances. 
By his unwearied and, intelligent observation be has been 
enabled to eollect a mass of reliable information as to the facts 
and principles of Spiritualism, which fits him in the highest 
degree to be the editor of a newspaper devoted to the religious 
and scientific aspects of tho subject, ; 

It is s matter of notoriety that the Bfedium newspaper, 
which was inaugurated the year after the appearance of the 
Spiritualist, has been annually subsidized by large subscrip- 
tions, which its editor, Mr. Burns, has always called for as 
justly due to his exertions. Whilst we fully ackuowledge the 
services which have been thus rendered to Spiritualism, we 
would call attention to the fact that no appeal to the public for 
help has ever, except upon one occasion, and that fora special 
purpose, appeared in the pages of the Spiritualist for six years, 
Tho work was done, and the whole expense borne for three of 
those years by Mr. Marrison alone; duriug the last three years 
on anuual sum of about two hundred pounds has been privately 
subscribed by a few friends, which has, doubtless, greatly 
relieved the burden upon the shoulders of Mr. Harrison, but 
this in no way touches the fact that Mr, Harrison has for years 
cheerfully submitted to a heavy pecuniary loss in order to 
supply to hie, movement a paper in many, if not in all, respects 
worthy of it. AA 

The undersigned ladies and gentlemen are of opinion that 
it is not to the credit of the movement that this pecuniary 
Joss should be borne alone by Mr. Harrison. 

Had he appealed to the public for subscriptions, they would 
doubtless have been forthcoming, as they have been for some 
years past in answer to the appeals of the Medium ever since 
its establishment—but he has not done so, — y 

It is proposed, therefore, that a subscription, in addition to 
the existing Guarantee Fund, shall be opened, which shall take 
the form of a testimonial to Mr. Harrison, and which, it is 
hoped, may to some extent, relieve him from the heavy 
sacrifices which he has made in money, time, and work ix the 
interests of Spiritualism. 

Friends desiring to contribute to this fund are requested 
to send in their names to Martin R, Smith, Esq. care of Miss 
Kislingbury, $8, Great Russell-street, London, W.O. 


LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS TO JANUARY 5TH, 1876. 


Mr. Martin R. Smith see £50 
Mr. Ckarles Blackbur: 
Mr.J. N, T. Martheze 
Mr. James Mylne .,..... 
Mr. Alexander Calder 
A Friond sesser 
Mr. Alexander tod 

Comte de Bullet . 
Mr, N, F. Dawe ... 
Sir Charles Isham, 3 
Mr J. M., Gully, M.D........ - 
Priuce Emile Sayn-Wittgenstcin 
HPD, Au iss esesvasaccossseeoes 
Mr. C.F, Varley, F.R.S, 
Mr, Eugene Crowell, M. 
Mrs, Louisa Lowe .., 
Mr. Charles Massey ... 
Mr. Desmond Fitz-Gerald 
A Friend sore 
Signor Damian 
Mrs. Honywood , 
Mr. Morell Theobal 
Mr, H. G. Atkinson, F.Q. 
Mr, S. Chinnery sessreeverese 

Mr. S. Templeman Speer, M. ‘ 
“Enuesfellen" . . 
Three Friends. à 
Cul, Olcott.. 

Mrs, Makdoug 
Mr. Epes Sargent 
Dr. Buikie 
Miss Douglas . 


Mr, Geo, Sutherland 
Mr. Keningale Céok 
Mr. Geo, King ...... 
Mr, F. A. Binney 
Mr. J. Coates . 
Mrs. Maltby... 
Mrs, Kislingbury 
Mr. B. W. Pycock 
Mr. B. Coleman 
Mr. R. Fitton `. 
Major Menars .... 
Mr. John Lamont 
Mr. Archibald Lamont 
Mr. T. B. Griffin. 
Mr J. B. Stones 
Mr. J. Regan 

Mrs. Regan .... 
Mr. G. W. F, Wiese 
Rev. W. Wnitear 
Miss Whitear ...... 
Mr. C. E. Williams 
Mr. A. Glendinning 
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Mr. H. Withall 
Captain James. 
Mr. F. W. Perciv: 
Mr. Christian Reimers 
Mr. Thos. Hinde... 
Mr. Thos, Graut ... 
Mrs. Geo. Neville 
Mr. Q. R. Tapp ... 
Mr., J. Clark Ferguson 
Mrs. Woodiorde... 
Mr. T. M. Simkiss 
A Friend .. 
A Friend, per Miss Williamson 
Mr. W. P. Adshead 
Mr. D. H. Wi'son 
Mrs. M. T. Wood. 
Mr. John Scott 
Mr.0.T. Hook. 
Baroness von Vay 
Dr. W. M. Buchanan 
Miss E. D. Ponder 
A Subscriber 
Amicus ........ 
Mr, A, ©. Swinton 
M.A. (Oxon.),.......+ 
Mr. J. H. Giedstanes 
Mr. Geo. Lee . 
Mr. W. E. Bassett . 
Mr. T. H. Edmands 
Mr. Aaron Franklin 
Mra., Aaron Franklin 
Mr. J. S, Crisp ses 
Miss F., J. Theobald 
Mr. St. George Stock 
Mr. Geo, Biston . 
Mr. G. IL. Potts. 
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FO tn 0 10 
Mr. Algernon Joy . 0 5 
Miss Kislingbury 0 5 
“ Poterboro” 05 
PVE a NT 0 5 
Miss Emily À 05 
A Clergyman ......... sainan 0 5 
A Reader of The Spirit 0 5 
Mr. Wm. Robinson . 0 5 
Mr. E. Pearce 0 5 
Small sums.. 0 5 


Just published in one volume, handsomely got up, and printed 
on toned paper, 


ANGELIC REVELATIONS 
ON THE ORIGIN, ULT: MAT: ON, AND DESTINY 
OF TUE 
HUMAN Se (RIT, 
Illustrated by the experience of Teresa Jacoby, now an 
Angel in the tenth state. 


° CONTENTS. 
CHAP. 1—TheUnity of God. Incarnation of Deity. 
i 2.—The Unity of the Human Spirit, Union of Souls. 
” 3.—Appearances of the Human Spirit, and residences 
in the Spiritual world, 
+ 4.—Spiriiual scieuce, Science of the Kingdom of God. 
n 5.—The parposo of God in creation. 
6.—The Divino Activity unde the Form of Light. 
K 7.—*re Human Body and Spiritual Planes. 
»  S—Toe Plavots Saturn acd Ceres, 
»  9%-—Spiritual Marriages. 


n 168 to 00.—Experiences of a Spirit; containing an ac- 
count of the Birth, Parentage, and Death of Teresa Jazoby, 
with her experiences iu the other life, up through the states 
to the teuth in which she is now in, and communicates as the 
Angel Purity. 

With an introductory chapter by the Recorder, who gives a 
ful] account coneerning the giving of the communications. 

The volume will be enriched with a Frontispiece photo- 
printed, of the Angel, the original of which was produced by 
the direct operation of Spirits. 

As the matter is unique, and the subjects treated of are 
of such thrilling interest, the editor has spared no expense 
to make it a handsome volume, and not being published with 
any regard to profit, it is hoped that a large circulation may 
be obtained. 

Price of the volume 6s. 

On sale at The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, 38, 
Great Russell- street, London, W.O, 


First Edition. 


IMPORTANT NEW PUBLICATION. 
INFORMATION FOR INQUIRERS INTO SPIRIT- 
UALISM. 

A PAMPHLET, the full size of Z'he Spiritualist, containing a 
large amount of information, compiled especially for inquirers, 
will be shurtly issued from 7%e Spiritualist Newspaper Branch 
Office at 38, Great Russell-stre-t, London. for sale at public 
meetings, 

PRICE ONE PENNY. 

There has long been a demand for some such publicstion 
as tbis, the current spiritual newspapers not always containing 
the most suitable or most condensed informatlon for persons 
to whom the subjeet, of Spiritus ism is a strange one. 

Many thousands of copics of tle publieation will be prinied, 
and kept on sale by vendors of spiritual litorature, and at 
spiritual meetings throughout the country, 

Trom the large circulation t! us secured. it will be a 

VALUABLE CHANNEL FOR ADVERTISEMENTS 
To Mediums, Mesmerists, Authors of Spiritual Books, and 
others, The charge for advertisements will be One Shillicg 
for the first tweuty-flve words, und Sixpence for every addi- 
tioual twenty-five words, or poi tion thereof. Displayed adver- 
tisements Five Shillings per inch. 

All advertisements should be sent in as soon as possible, as 
tbe publieation will come out in a few weeks’ time. 

Special arrangements will be made to supply local societirs 
with copies at a cheap rate, if crdered ix lirge quantities; the 
said societies may thus considerably iu--roise their incomo by 
the profits on sales. 

AJ] communieations on this subject should he addressed to 
the Editor of The Spiritualist, 38, Great Russell-street, Blooms- 
bury, London, W.O. 


ARIS.—Parisian readers of T'he Spiritualist 
may obtain it of Mme. V«. Denax, Titulaire du Kiosque, 
246, Boulevard des Capucines, Paris. 


ONHE ALPHA; OR, THE FIRST PRINCIPLE 
OF THE HUMAN MIND; A Revelation, but no Mystery, 

with Spiritual Advent and Steel Portrait of the Author, 
E. N. Dennys. “We can call to mind few books fit to be its 
tellows.” —Aihengum, “It contains mors truib, poetry, 
philosophy, and logic, than any work we have ever read 
it is a new revelation, and ove of tho most remarkable produc- 
tiocs ever given to the world?’ —Cosmopolitan. 

Also just publisbed, with a beautiful Engraving of the Author 
470 pages, ou toned paper, handsomely bound, price 3s. 6d. 


IDHE RELIGION OF LIFE, AS EXEM- 

PLIFIED BY THE MAN JESUS CHRIST, a Series of 
Lectures, by the author of * Alpha.” A synopsis of the topics 
may be obtained free on application. 

CONTENTS :—Wbat is Evil? Charity; Poverty—its Evils 
and its Mission; The Divinity that Dwells in Man; The Church 
of the Future; “Stand up! I myself also ama Man;” The 
Path of Righteousness; Trust in God; Self-Trust; What is 
Christianity? Thy Kingdom Come! What is Man? The “one 
thing” desired by the Psalmist; Puro Religion; Philosophy; 
Tbe Childhood of Jesus; Religious Liberty; Election and 
Grace; Time; Sin; Law tke Regenerator; The Last Judg- 
ment; God is not Mocked; The Unchristian Character of 
Riches ; Peace; Religion Consists in Action; The Millennium, 
and how to obtain it, 

The work is also published in nine parts, eight at 4d, each 
aud ove at 6d., dove un in neat wrappers. 

+ THE UNCHRISTIAN CHARACTER OF RICHES” and 
“RELIGION CONSISTS IN ACTION” are also published 
separately at Id. cach, 

*,* The cordial aid of the friends of education, intellectual 
progress, and religious liberty is earnestly solicited to make 
these works as widely known as possible. They contain the 
most important of all knowledge, by a doop and original 
thinker, and will be supplied at cost price for extensive circu- 
lation. They have been brought out in a variety of forms to 
suit tho means of all classes of readers. 

Published by E. W. Allen, Ave Maria-lane, London, E.O. 


Now Ready, pp. 592, demy Svo, handsomely bound, extra 
eloth, 103., by post, 11s. 


AFED, PRINCE OF PERSIA. His expe- 


riences in FEartb-Life and Spirit-Lifo. being Spirit 
Communications received tbrough Mr. David Duguid, the 
Glasgow Trance Painting Mediuni, with an appendix, contain- 
ing communications from the Spirit Artists, Ruisdal and 
Steen, 
Illustrated by Fac-similes of Forty-five Drawings and 
Writings, the aireet work of the Spirits. 


From numerons eulogistic expressions of opinion by sub- 
scribers, the publisher has much pleasure in giving the 
following from S. ©, Hall, Esq.:— 


Avenuo Villa, 50. Holland-street, Kensington, W, 
December 27, 1875, 


DEAR MR. NISBET,-You havo sent me a most wonderful 
book, Tt has given me intense delight. I cannot exaggerate 
if I say I have never yet read a book that has given me such 
deep and delicious joy—with only one exception, The Book, 
which this book so thoroughly upholds, Surely it will bo so 
with all who believe in and love the Lord Christ... . Blessed 
be the God of love and merey, who sent bim to reveal and to 
elucidate tho great trnths of the Gospel. Mrs. Hall is reading 
it now, But I must read it again, and yet again. It will 
companion the New Testament that stands at my bed-head, 
and in which I read a chapter overy night. Send me two 
more copies... . Burns says it is cheap; it is worth its weight 
in diamonds. Bat I wish it had been in two volumes.—Ever 
truly yours, 8, 0. HALL. 


London; James Burns, 15, Southampton-row, W.O. Glas- 
gow: H. Nisbet, 219, Georgo-streat, 


“THE SPIRITUALIST” NEWSPAPER: 


A Record of the Progress of the Science and Ethics of 
Spiritualism, i 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY, PRICE TWOPENCE, 
ESTABLISHED IN 1869, 


THEE SPIRITUALIST, published weekly, is the 


- Oldest Newspaper connected with the movement in the 
United Kingdom, and is the recognised. organ of educated Spiritual- 
ists in all the English-speaking countries throughout the Globe: it 
also has an influential body of readers on the Continent of Europe. 

The Contributors to its pages comprise most of the leading and 
more cxperienced Spiritualists, including many eminent in the ranks 
of Literature, Art, Science, and the Peerage. Anong those who 
have published their names in connection with their eonmunica- 
tions in its columns are Mr. O, F. Varley, CE, F.R.S. ; Mr. William 
Crookes, F.R.S., Editor of the “Quarterly Journal of Selence” (who 
admits the reality of the phenomena, but iiss, up to the present time, 
expressed no decided opinion as to their eause); Mr. Alfred R, 
Wallace, the Naturalist : Prince Emile de Sayn-Wittgensteln (Wies- 
baden); The Countess of Caithness; the Duke of Leuchtenberg; 
Mr. H. G. Atkinson, F.G.S.; Lord Lindsay: the Hou, Robert Dale 
Owen (New York); Mr, Byes Sargent; (Boston, U.s.); Sir Charles 
Isham, Bart.; Mrs. Ross-Church (Florence Marryat); Mrs. Mak- 
dougall Gregory; the Hou. Alexandre Aksakof, Russian Imperial 
Couneillor, and Chevalier of the Order of St. Stanislas (st. Peters- 
burg}; the Baroness Adelma Vay {Austria}; Mr. IL M. Dunphy, 
Barrister-at-Law ; Mr. Stanhope Templeman Speer, M.D, (Edi): 
Mr. J. C. Luxmoore; Mr. John E. Purdon, M.B. (India}; Mra. 
Tlouywood; Mr, Benjamin Coleman; Mr. Charles Blackburn; Mr. 
St. George W. Stock, B.A. (Oxon): Mr. James Wason; Mr. N. 
Fabyau Dawe; Jerr Christian Reimers ; Mr. Win. White (author of 
the “ Life of Swedenborg"}; Mr. J. M. Gully, M.D.; the Rey, C. 
Maurice Davies, D.D., author of" Unorthodox London”: Mr. 8. C, 
Hall, F.S.A.; Mr. 31. D. Jencken, M.R.E, Barrister-at-Law: Mr. 
Algernon Joy; Mr. D. I). Wilson, M.A., LL.M.; Mr. C. Constant 
(Sniyrna); Mrs. F. A. Nosworthy; Mr. William Oxley; Miss Kisling- 
bury ; Miss A. Blackwell (Paris): Mrs, F. Showers; Mr. J. N. ‘i’, 
Martheze; Mr. J. M. Peebles (United States); Mr. W. Lindesay 
Richardson, M.D. (Australia); and many other ladies and gentlemen, 

Annnal subscription to residents in the United‘Kingdom, 10s. 10d. 
To resideuts iu the United States, 4 dols. 17 cents per annuin, which 
may be paid in to Messrs. Colby and Rich, 9, Montgomery-place, 
Boston, U.8., and their receipt forwarded to “The Manager, 
woe Newspaper Office, 38, Great Russell-strect, London, 

{ December, 1875.} 


Just Published, Prica 2s, 
ALIFORNIAN HOMES FOR EDUCATED 
ENGLISHMEN. A practical suggestion for a model 
coleny—Congenial English society, lovely scenery, a delightful 
climate, aud the most fertile of soils. By Frederick A. Binney 
London: Simpkin, Marshall and Co. 


Printed for the Proprictor by BEVERTOGE & Co., at the 
Holborn Printing Works, Fullwood's Rents, Iligh [folborn, 
in the Parish of St. Andrew above-Bar and St. Goorga 
the Martyr, London. and published by E. W. ALLEN, Ave 
Maria-lanc, Loudor, E.C. 


